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Program Overview 
 
 
Objectives for Graduate Studies  Ð  
Department o f Interdisciplinary Humanities, FSU  
 
 
Welcome to the Department of Interdisciplinary Humanities 
(henceforth DIH) at Florida State University. The programs of study for 
the M.A. and Ph.D. differ from other disciplinary approaches by 
allowing graduate studen ts to mold their own courses of study that 
emphasize interdisciplinary approaches to the study of cultures . W hile 
remaining rigorous scholars , g raduate students have the freedom to 
explore ideas and approaches from a variety of perspectives . With 
specializ ations ranging from Classical Thought, Asian Studies, and 
Popular Culture to Queer Theory and Political Injustice, the uniting 
principle is that of the human agent in the arena of culture.  
 
As a general introduction, DIH at FSU is informed by five major 
concepts  Ð  
 

Interdisciplinarity  
A Dialogical Community  
Criticism  
Transdisciplinarity  
Pluralism  

 
DIH approaches the question of culture with  an integrated perspective 
of the various disciplines that make up the humanities and social 
sciences: literature, philosophy, visual arts, performing arts, history, 
geography, sociology, political science, cultural studies, and popular 
culture. Interdisciplinarity , however, is more than the mere sum or 
aggregate of these many disciplines. Interdisciplinarity is a 
meth odology that contends that the dynamism of cultures exist s in the 
collaboration of philosophical, artistic, literary, historical, geographical, 
and sociological perspectives .  

Graduate students likewise join an ongoing dialogue that speaks 
through multiple  histories and geographies. For graduate students in 
Humanities, research and teaching are not mutually exclusive. An DIH 
major fosters interdepartmental initiatives by graduate students and 
encourages a classroom atmosphere in which students and professor s 
become fellow inquirers. The notion of a d ialogical community  
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implies wonder, challenge, intellectual risk , and an  attitude open to 
change. The Department of Interdisciplinary Humanities constitutes a 
site of experimentation and imagination for graduate students and 
faculty members who wish to explore new avenues of  inquiry within 
the arts and sciences .  

Criticism  is the body of theoretical knowledge that investigates, 
explains, contests, deconstructs, analyzes , and questions cultural 
objects, including written, visual , and musical  texts. Graduate students 
in DIH thus  approach cultures from various critical perspectives such 
as hermeneutics, critical theory, textual exegesis, and historicism . 
Criticism , or being critical , is also an academic virtue that DI H foster s 
among its  graduate students. The program helps individuals learn to 
make critical judgments about culture based on aesthetic, literary, 
philosophical , and historical criteria. Graduate students become critical 
inquirers not only because they acqu ire fluency in more than one 
discipline, but in that they are active participants of a dialogical 
pedagogy in which their voices are heard and their judgments refined 
by the movement of the discussions in and outside the class room .  

As an interdiscipli nary , dialogical community, graduate studies in DIH 
reaches to areas beyond the disciplines. Graduate students do not take 
knowledge for granted and can use the knowledge acquired in our 
program to improve communities at home and outside their Òcultural 
comfor t zones.Ó I nterdisciplinary education as a t ransdi sciplinary  
endeavor must go beyond t he body of knowledge acquired at the 
university and have an impact in the graduate students' immediate 
lives and in the life of their communities. The Interdisciplinary 
Humanities program encourages the creation of courses by and for 
graduate students that expose participants to experiences outside the 
classroom such as research in situ, travel abroad , and community 
work.  

Finally, graduate studies in DIH i s committed to a n inclusive 
curriculum that examines the Western Canon and all forms of human 
expressions without placing them in a particular hierarchy. We 
overcome dualities such as East/West and high/low culture by critically 
engaging with the wealth of human cultural experiences. By 
emphasizing p luralism  we also help develop students that will 
contribute to open and diverse societ ies . Hence, our curriculum 
reflects the pluralism that defines us.  
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Keeping these general concepts in mind, by the end of a graduate 
studentÕs tenure in Florida State UniversityÕs Department of 
Interdisciplinary Humanities, he or she will be able to:  

1.  Evaluate critically the contributions of different periods and 
cultures to the human community;  

 
2.  Study, analyze and appreciate written, visual , an d musical texts 

in an interdisciplinary, integrated , and coherent fashion;  
 

3.  Assess the intersections between the humanities disciplines, the 
social sciences, media studies, communication, and performing 
arts;  

 
4.  Apply concepts, theoretical frameworks, and me thodologies that 

are consistent with humanistic interdisciplinary inquiry;  and,  
 

5.  Exhibit critical attitudes  by refusing dogmatic and hasty 
conceptions so that students can understand the complex 
dimension of our socio -cultural world.  

 
These goals enable th e formation of scholars, artists, and activists that 
understand the complexities presented by themes of humanistic 
interest, that is to say, issues that escape empirical verification but 
that are common to the human experience such as death, transience, 
oppression, injustice, aesthetic pleasure, ethical dilemmas, the 
potential and limitations of languages, the experience  of the sacred 
and p rofane, dominance, class, race, gender , and sexuality.  
 
Graduate students learn that the answers to these questions ar e 
always tentative, and that the questions themselves are likewise 
cultural markers  that construct boundaries of inclusion and exclusion . 
They look for answers to human questions in the sphere of culture Ð in 
stories, novels, poems, paintings, films, websi tes, myths, scientific 
discourses, maps, television shows, billboard advertisements, the oral 
tradition, street performance, and the philosopher's quest. Graduate 
students examine these texts from multi - focal perspectives and create 
conceptual  compositions  made from the angles of diverse humanistic 
disciplines.  
 
The objectives of DIH draw together a profile of graduate students 
with a strong sense of wonder and a willingness to follow the inquiry 
where it leads without fear of disciplinary boundaries. Sape re Aude  
(dare to know) !  
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Degrees Offered  
 
The Department of Interdisciplinary Humanities offers several paths for 
graduate students. The Master of Arts in Interdisciplinary 
Humanities is a program of study designed for students that want to 
explore severa l disciplines. These students use the M.A. to refine their 
own academic interests and springboard into other disciplinary 
programs, or are likewise interested in remaining in interdisciplinary 
modes of study.  
 
The Doctor of Philosophy in Interdisciplinary Humanities is one 
of the few doctoral programs offered in the United States that brings 
the methodology of interdisciplinarity to the forefront of academic 
research. While critical theory and cultural studies programs like 
WomenÕs Studies, for example, are  interdisciplinary in scope, these 
programs tend to a ssume that the concept of ÔinterdisciplinarityÕ is 
self -evident. For DIH, interdisciplinarity is in itself an issue of 
deliberate reflection and systematic practice.  The research projects of 
doctoral stu dents and candidates reflect such awareness as they 
pursue academic posts at the university level.  
 
For those graduate students already pursuing other degrees but 
interested in interdisciplinarity, the program offers a Certificate in 
Interdisciplinary Humanities designed to provide graduate students 
in the Humanistic areas of the Liberal Arts with an interdisciplinary 
curriculum to widen the scope of their  field of studies as well as to 
increase the opportunities for teaching jobs at a higher  education 
lev el.  
 
More information about these degrees and the certificate program may 
be found in the appropriate sections of the graduate student 
handbook.  
 
 



 9 

Graduate Studies Overview 
 
 
Admission  
 
Students must apply to both the University Admissions Office and the 
Department of Interdisciplinary Humanities.  
 
The Department of Interdisciplinary Humanities offers  a Master of Arts 
(M.A.) track, a doctoral track (Ph.D.), and a graduate Certificate in 
Interdisciplinary Humanities.  
 
The Master of Arts program pr ovides a graduate Liberal Studies degree 
program in interdisciplinary humanities and the arts. The Doctoral 
Program, leading to the Doctor of Philosophy (Ph.D.) degree in 
Interdisciplinary Humanities, has  been designed to offer qualified 
students a broad interdisciplinary platform combining offerings from 
the participating departments of Anthropology; Art History; Classical 
Languages, Literature, and Civilization; Communication; Dance; 
English; History; Geography; Modern Languages and Linguistics; 
Music; Philosophy; Religion; and the School of Theatre. The Certificate 
in Interdisciplinary Humanities provides a student holding or working 
toward an M.A. or Ph.D. in one of the sub -disciplines of Humanities (or  
indeed outside the discipline) the requisite number of graduate hours 
in the Interdisciplinary Humanities (18) to be qualified to teach 
Humanities courses at the junior college level.  
 
 
Deadline Information 

Barring exceptional circumstances, DIH no longer  practices rolling 
admisisons. There is one deadline, for admission to the prgram 
beginning in the Fall semester:  
 
Fall deadline is February 1.  
 
 
 
University Admissions Requirements 
 
Admission to Florida State University is within the jurisdiction of the 
University, subject to minimum standards adopted by the Board of 
Governors of the State University System of Florida.  
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Applicants must have, or be a candidate for, a bachelorÕs degree or 
equivalent from a regionally accredited institution and meet at least  
one of the following criteria:  
 

1.  Earned a minimum 3.0 grade point average in all work 
attempted while registered as an upper -division student working 
toward a bachelorÕs degree , or ;  

 
2.  Earned a minimum score of 1000 on the combined verbal and 

quantitative po rtions of the GRE, or ;  
 

3.  Earned a graduate degree from a regionally accredited 
institution.  

 
You can apply by visiting the Admissions website at 
www.admissions.fsu.edu/ . Simply complete the online application and 
mail the $30.00 application fee and residenc y statement under 
separate cover.  
 
To complete this process, you must submit the required information 
listed below:  
 

1.  Two (2) official transcripts from each institution attended/ing,  
and ;  

 
2.  Official GRE (#5219) test scores  

 
Applicants are admitted to gradu ate school on the recommendation of 
the intended department, with final approval by the Office of 
Admissions. Florida State University encourages applications for 
admission from qualified students regardless of gender, culture, race, 
religion, ethnic backg round, national origin, age, or disability.  
 
 
Departmental Requirements for Admission into the Master’s Program 
 

1.  Undergraduate Degree in one of the Humanities area 
departments or Humanities with a GPA of 3.0 verified by official 
college transcript.   

 
2.  Appli cant is required to submit three (3) letters of 

recommendation (Humanities has no formal recommendation 
form).  
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3.  A Statement of Purpose that should not exceed one typewritten 
page , and may be emailed to William Rutledge, Program 
Assistant, Department of Int erdisciplinary Humanities at 
wrutledge@fsu.edu. 

 
4.   Applicant should submit a writing sample (s)  such as a research 

paper for review. The paper can be emailed to William Rutledge, 
Program Assistant,  Department of Interdisciplinary Humanities at 
wrutledge@fsu.edu. 

 
 
Departmental Requirements for Admission in the Doctoral Program 
 
Typically incoming Ph .D. students will have a Master's degree in one of 
the participating humanities area departments or Humanities/ Liberal 
Studies before ad mission to the doctoral pr ogram.  
 
Students with M asterÕs degrees in fine arts or creative writing may be 
admitted to the doctoral program by permission of the  Chair with the 
understanding that they will complete, in one departmental area 
acceptable to the humanities program, the equivalent number of 
courses required for an M .A. degree in that department.  
 
Students with non -humanities oriented M .A. degrees will be required 
to complete an M .A. degree in humanities or in one of the participating 
departments in the humanities area bef ore being admitted to the 
doctoral program.  
 
Students will be admitted to the program on the recommendation of 
the Admissions Committee of the Program in the Humanities.  
 
Other requirements are as follows:  

 
1.  Master Õs Degree in one of the Humanities area dep artments  

 
2.  Applicant is required to submit three (3) letters of 

recommendation  (Humanities has no formal recommendation 
form).  

 
3.  A Statement of Purpose that should not exceed one typewritten 

page , which can be emailed to William Rutledge, Program 
Assistant, Department of Interdisciplinary Humanities at 
wrutledge@fsu.edu. 
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4.   The a pplicant should submit a writing sample such as a research 
paper for review. The paper can be emailed to William Rutledge, 
Program Assistant, Department of Interdisciplinary Humanities  at 
wrutledge@fsu.edu. 

 
 

International Students Admission 
 
Applicants with a bachelorÕs degree from a regionally -accredited 
college or university in the United States, or an equivalent degree from 
an institution of recognized standing in another country, m ay apply for 
admission to graduate studies.  

 

Graduate applicants are urged to submit accurate and complete 
information as early as possible. Applications and supporting 
documents received after the University deadline will be processed for 
the next availab le term. Since departmental deadlines may differ from 
that of the University, applicants are encouraged to contact the 
departments directly for specific deadline dates.  Well -qualified 
applicants may not be offered admission because of the limited 
number of  openings in highly competitive programs, particularly at the 
doctoral level.  

 

Application Process for International Students 
 
Admission to graduate study at Florida State University involves 
submitting the appropriate documents to both the Office of Admis sions 
and to the graduate program for which prospective students are 
applying.  

 
Send the following to the Office of Admissions:  

 
1.  International Application for Admission and the application fee of 

thirty dollars ($30.00) [check or money order drawn on a U. S. 
bank].  

 
2.  Two  copies of official transcripts, mark sheets, diplomas, and/or 

certificates sent directly from each  postsecondary institution 
attended/attending (in native language, accompanied by 
certified English translations).  

 
3.  Official GRE score.  
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4.  Offici al TOEFL score (required of all applicants whose native 

language is not English). Since some departments require a 
higher TOEFL score, all applicants should check with their 
academic  department.  

 
Send the following to the academic department:  

 
1.  Departmenta l application (contact the academic department 

directly).  
  
2.  Letters of recommendation.  

 
3.  Personal statement of goals and/or research interests.  

 
4.  Completed Certification of Financial Responsibility (CFR) Form.  

 
 

Notice of Admission 
 

Formal notification of ad mission to Florida State University comes from 
the Office of Admissions. Admission to the University is for a specific 
term and prospective students must notify the Office of Admissions 
immediately if they are unable to attend for that term.  

 
 
Tuition and Financial Assistance  
 

 
1.  The Office of Graduate Studies provides information on several 

graduate - level fellowship opportunities, including the University 
Fellowship and the College Fellowship (only for first year of new 
admission). Minority fellowships inclu de the McKnight Fellowship, 
the Wilson Fellowship or the Auzenne Fellowship. For details and 
instructions on how to apply, see the Graduate Studies website: 
http://www.gradstudies.fsu.edu/fellowships.html 

 
2.  DIH  teaching assistantships or (much less frequent ly) research 

assistantships on a competitive basis, which include a stipend 
and partial tuition waiver (in/out of state).  
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Graduate Course Offerings: An Overview  
 
DIH graduate students have the opportunity to take a wide variety of 
courses from many disc iplines. Working in collaboration with 
departments like English, Religion, Geography, Philosophy, 
Communications, Art History, Dance, Theatre, Music, Sociology, and 
Political Science, the flexibility of an Interdisciplinary Humanities 
degree introduces gra duate students to a number of different 
disciplinary approaches, enabling recognition of disciplinary 
assumptions while fostering an understanding and appreciation for a 
multiplicity of approaches to a given area of study. This is the benefit 
of interdisci plinary humanities. As such, most of the courses that DIH 
graduate students take are offered outside of the program. Look in all 
of the aforementioned disciplines for courses, available online through 
the course search at 
http://apps.oti.fsu.edu/RegistrarCourseLookup/SearchForm . For more 
information and course approval, see your Graduate Advisor. Below 
are the courses offered through Interdisciplinary Humanities.  
 
[Note: This is a sa mpling of university available courses. To see 
currently available courses search the catalog . Definition of 
Prefixes: HIS -  History; HUM -  Humanities; LIT -  Literature]  
 
HIS 5346 -  The Study of Intellectual History (3). Methodologies implicit 
in the study of intellectual history.  
 
HUM 5227 -  The Humanistic Tradition: Greek and Roman (3). Studies 
in the thought, values, and arts of Greek and Roman culture.  
 
HUM 5245 -  The Humanistic T radition: Medieval, Renaissance, and 
Baroque (3). Studies in the thought, values, and arts of Western 
culture from the early Christian era through the Renaissance and 
baroque periods.  
 
HUM 5253 -  The Humanistic Tradition: The Modern World (3). Studies 
in t he thought, values, and arts of modern Western culture.  
 
HUM 5909r -  Directed Individual Study (3). (S/U grade only.) May be 
repeated to a maximum of nine (9) semester hours.  
 
HUM 5915r -  Supervised Research (1 -5). (S/U grade only.) A 
maximum of three (3) semester hours may be applied to a master's 
degree. May be repeated to a maximum of five (5) semester hours.  
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HUM 5940r -  Supervised Teaching (0 -5). (S/U grade only.) A 
maximum of three (3) semester hours may be applied to a master's 
degree. May be repeate d to a maximum of five (5) semester hours.  
 
HUM 6904r -  Readings for Examination (1 -12). (S/U grade only.) 
Designated for graduate students who have completed, or have 
virtually completed, all of their required course work and are preparing 
for their maste r's comprehensive examinations or their preliminary 
doctoral examinations. May be repeated to a maxim um of twelve (12) 
semester hours.  
 
HUM 6939r -  Seminar Topics (3). May be repeated to a maximum of 
fifteen (15) semester hours.  
 
HUM 6980r -  Dissertation ( 1-12). (S/U grade only.)  
 
HUM 8964r -  Preliminary Doctoral Examination (0)  
 
HUM 8966r -  Master's Comprehensive Examination (0)  
 
HUM 8985r -  Dissertation Defense (0).  
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Master of Arts in Interdisciplinary Humanities 
 
The Master of Arts in Interdisciplinar y Humanities is a thirty - three 
(33) -semester hour non - thesis program.  
 

General Requirements for the Degree  

• Nine (9) semester hours in HUM 5227, 5245, and 5253;  
• Twelve (12) semester hours of courses focusing on a specific 

cultural period or theme;  
• Twelve  (12) semester hours of HUM 6939r or other appropriate 

courses, as follows:  
 

o The Seminars/courses must focus on at least one each 
from the following categories:  

 
LIT -  Literary analysis, criticism, history or appreciation  
When appropriate HUM 6939r semin ars are not offered one of the 
following courses may be selected: Studies in Critical Theory (ENG 
5049r); Studies in Film (ENG 5138r); Studies in Fiction (LIT 5017r); 
Studies in Poetry (LIT 5038r); Studies in Drama (LIT 5047r).  
 
ART -  Analogous aspects of  art history  
When appropriate HUM 6939r seminars are not offered any graduate 
course in art history that is open to non -majors can be substituted.  
 
MUS -  Analogous aspects of music  
When appropriate HUM 6939r seminars are not offered one of the 
following  courses may be selected: Music: MUH 5380, Music in the 
Humanities, or any graduate level music course that is open to non -
majors.  

o The master's degree requirements are fulfilled through 
regular course work. On an extremely rare occasions relating 
to emerg ency circumstances only, the Chair of the program 
may approve a maximum of one directed individual study 
(DIS) in lieu of regular course work.  

 
• Certification of competency in reading a foreign or classical 

language, which can be accomplished either by:  
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o Taking the Language for Reading Knowledge exam offered 
through Modern Languages and other departments that 
offer language courses. These departments also offer 
semester - long preparatory courses for these examinations. 
If taking such a course, graduate stude nts must register 
for both the class an d exam.  

o Completing at least sixteen ( 16 )  undergraduate semester 
hours in a single language (four hours of which must be an 
advanced, literature -centered course, i.e. not primarily a 
language acquisition course).  

 
• A co mprehensive examination.  

 
 
Potential Timelines for Completion of the Degree (M.A.)  
 

Fall (Year 1)  Spring (Year 1)  Summer  Fall (Year 2)  Spring (Year 2)  
HUM 5227: 
Greek/Roman  

HUM 5245: 
Medieval, 
Renaissance, 
Baroque  

HUM 6939: 
Critical 
Traditions 
(Core 
Pedagogy)  
 

Seminar  Comprehensive 
Examination 
for M.A. and 
Graduation  

HUM 6939: 
Word and 
Image (or 
similar course)  

HUM 5253: 
The Modern 
World  

HUM 6939: 
Pedagogy 
(Multicultural 
Film)  
 

Language for 
Reading 
Knowledge  

Reading Hours  

Area of Study  Area of Study  Area of Study  Area of Study  Reading Hours  

 
 

Summer 
(Year 1)  

Fall  
(Year 1)  

Spring  
(Year 1)  

Summer  
(Year 2)  

Fall  
(Year 2)  

Spring  
(Year 2)  

HUM 6939: 
Critical 
Traditions 
(Core 
Pedagogy)  
 
 

HUM 
5227: 
Greek/  
Roman  

HUM 5245: 
Medieval,  
Renaissance ,  
Baroque  

Area of 
Study  

Seminar  Comprehensive 
Examination for 
M.A. and 
Graduation  

HUM 6939: 
Pedagogy 
(Multicultural 
Film)  
 

HUM 
6939: 
Word and 
Image (or 
similar 
course)  

HUM 5253: 
The Modern 
World  

Area of 
Study  

Area of 
Study  

Reading Hours  

 Language 
1120  

Language 
11 21  

Language 
2211  

Area of 
Study  

Reading Hours  

 



 18  

 
Fall  

(Year 1)  
Spring  

(Year 1)  
Fall  

(Year 2)  
Spring  

(Year 2)  
Fall   

(Year 3)  
Spring  

(Year 3)  
HUM 5227: 
Greek/Roman  

HUM 5245: 
Medieval, 
Renaissance, 
Baroque  

Seminar  Seminar  Area of 
Study  

Comprehensive 
Examination for 
M.A. and 
Graduation  

Area of Study   HUM 5253: 
The Modern 
World  

Area of 
Study  

Area of 
Study  

Language 
2211  

Reading Hours  

Seminar  Seminar  Language 
1120  

Language 
1121  

Elective  Reading Hours  

 
 
The M.A. Comprehensive Examination  
 
Upon completio n of the General Requirements for the Degree, M.A. 
students are required to take a series of comprehensive examinations 
in order to prove competency in the specified fields of study. NB: all 
coursework, including the foreign language requirement, must 
be fulfilled before the student may take his/her comps. A 
student may not take the comps while completing course work 
that applies to the M.A. in the same semester.  
 
The studentÕs exam must demonstrate the following:  
 

1.  Explain in detail the characteristics  or tenets of the area of 
study;  

 
2.  Analyze the major debates and paradigm shifts of a critical 

tradition or region;  
 

3.  Analyze the main visual, written, and musical texts of a critical 
tradition or region, or the major theoretical debates, visual, and 
written tex ts of a cultural theme;  

 
4.  Explain and apply the ideas of scholars of a given area of study 

to his or her analysis of a cultural text(s); and,  
 

5.  Cite relevant sources.  
 
 
Semester Prior to Taking the Exam 
 
Students will meet with the Graduate Advisor at least a semester prior 
to the exam being taken to determine whether the general 
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requirements have been met. If so, the advisor will sign off on the 
coursework so the student may proceed.  
 
Subsequently, students will schedule the exam with the Program 
Assistant , William Rutledge, no later than the last day of the first 
week of classes in the semester in which the student intends to 
take the exam.. Exams can be taken from the fifth to the tenth 
weeks of the Fall or Spring Semesters (examinations are not offered 
during the summer session).  

 
 

Semester that the Exam is to be Taken 
 
Register for BOTH the appropriate amount of reading hours, HUM6904, 
and for the exams themselves, HUM8966.  

• Remember, coursework MUST be completed the semester before 
you may take the exa ms.  

 
Write and submit (as MS Word or .rtf document) course summaries, 
which should include the following for every course counting towards 
the M.A.:  
 

1.  student name and examination date , 
 
2.  course number, title, and professor (complete with email and 

phone num ber) , 
 

3.  a single paragraph description , 
 

4.  list of texts read , and;  
 

5.  topic of the studentÕs research project  from the course .  
 
See Appendix 4.1 for an example. The course summaries are due the 
first week of the semester the exams are to be taken.  
 
If plann ing to graduate, make sure to also register for graduation. See 
the FSU graduate student handbook for more information.  
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Preparing for the Exam 
 

1.  Make sure to save all of your course syllabi, notes, essays, texts, 
and papers to use for writing course s ummaries as well as 
preparing to take the exam.  

 
2.  Review major concepts presented in each course, remembering 

that these exams are comprehensive in scope.  
 

3.  When re - reading texts, make sure to identify key passages that 
speak to several themes in order to potentially cite them in the 
exam.  

 
4.  Remember that interdisciplinary approaches to the humanities 

test the ability to both analyze and synthesize, or in other words, 
moving between specifics and generalities to reach substantial 
and worthwhile conclusions.   

 
5.  If unsure about the process, always remember that your 

Graduate Advisor is there to help.  
 
 
NB: Fall 2008 marks a significant change in exam procedures, in 
particular the section entitled ‘The Nature of the Exam’. Students 
who entered the program prior to Fall 2008 may opt to follow 
the Old Bulletin if they so choose. You MUST make your choice 
when you sign up up to take your exams (i.e. no later than the 
last day of the first week of classes in the semester you intend to 
take your exams). 
 
Old Bulletin M.A. exam 
 
The Nature of the Exam 
 
The Exam is divided into three parts taken over three days:  

• Core  
• Seminars and/or Pedagogy  
• Area of Study  

The graduate student reports to the office manager at the scheduled 
time to receive his or her set of questions for  that particular day, who 
will escort the student to the appropriate location where a computer is 
provided. The graduate student has three (3) hours to complete 
the Core exam, and two (2) hours to complete the other parts 
unless the student is registered w ith S.D.R.C. and needs more time 
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(see Graduate Advisor if this applies). Each exam is crafted to the 
individual studentÕs coursework, as questions are solicited from the 
studentÕs instructors and compiled by the Graduate Advisor or 
Department Chair.  
 
The format is likewise tailored to the individual, but the exams are  
generally  (though not always) organized as follows:  

• For Core, the student is given three comprehensive questions 
(one from each time period) and is required to answer all 
three. 

• For Seminars and/or Pedagogy, the student will be given a 
number of questions (typically 4 -6, from which she will choose 
two) drawn from the seminars, as well as pedagogical questions 
designed to integrate knowledge and teaching the major area 
from an interdisciplinary  perspective. For example, the student 
may be called to construct a syllabus or explain how certain 
texts should be taught in a humanities course.  

• For the Area of Study, the student will typically choose from a 
selection of 4 -6 questions, answering two.  

 
 
New Bulletin M.A. exam 
 
The Nature of the Exam 
 
The Exam is divided into three parts taken during one week, 
administered in -house (computer provided):  

• Core  
• Seminars and/or Pedagogy  
• Area of Study  

The written exam will be a take -home exam; the student will have one 
week to complete all three questions that comprise the written portion 
of the comprehensive exam. The written answer to each question 
should be a maximum of ten double -spaced pages. The advisor will 
guide the student as to the level of rigor that is expected in the 
essays.  
 
The graduate student reports to the office manager/program assistant 
at the scheduled time to receive his or her set of exam questions. The 
graduate student has one (1) week to complete the exam, unless 
the student is registere d with S.D.R.C. and needs more time (see 
Graduate Advisor if this applies). Each exam is crafted to the individual 
studentÕs coursework, as questions are solicited from the studentÕs 
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instructors and compiled by the Graduate Advisor or Department 
Chair.  
 
The format is likewise tailored to the individual, but the exams are  
generally  (though not always) organized as follows:  

• For Core, the student is given three comprehensive questions 
(one from each time period) and is required to answer all 
three. 

• For Semina rs and/or Pedagogy, the student will be given a 
number of questions (typically 4 -6, from which she will choose 
two) drawn from the seminars, as well as pedagogical questions 
designed to integrate knowledge and teaching the major area 
from an interdisciplin ary perspective. For example, the student 
may be called to construct a syllabus or explain how certain 
texts should be taught in a humanities course.  

• For the Area of Study, the student will typically choose from a 
selection of 4 -6 questions, answering two.  

 
Evaluation of the Exam 
 
After the Exams have been administered, they are sent by the 
Department Chair to the appropriate professor(s) and graded. See 
Appendix 3.1 for evaluation criteria typically used to assess the exams. 
The Department Chair receives b ack and reviews the graded exams, 
making the final determination of the studentÕs success.  
 
Professors who grade part or all of any given exam use the following 
scale: Pass, Low Pass, High Pass, Fail. Should a student fail a single 
question on any given ex am, the professor may opt to allow the 
student to rewrite the question. The student will be notified if this is 
the case and will then seek out the professor in question to determine 
the nature, scope and time - frame for this extra work. Should a student 
fa il a majority of the exam, he/she may reschedule a second, and 
final, retry.  
 
Because multiple professors are involved in the evaluation process, 
students should keep in mind that the process takes time. Professors 
are asked to submit their graded response s within three weeks of 
having received them. Students should leave it to the Department 
Chair to follow up. The student will be notified in writing of the results 
of the exams.  
 
 
After the M.A. Ð Going for the Ph.D.  
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The Ph.D. program in Humanities, one o f the few interdisciplinary 
humanities doctoral degree programs in the United States, provides 
multiple opportunities for interested students to continue with their 
studies at FSU. The Ph.D. program, which comprises 48 hours of 
course work,provides a more focused, research -based approach to the 
study of interdisciplinarity with the same opportunities to explore 
disciplines and teach undergraduate courses.  
 
 
Re-applying 
 

1.  The M.A. is a terminal degree, and so students who have earned 
the M.A. at FSU must rea pply. Fill out the Application for 
Readmission online, found on the Admissions website,observing 
the appropriate reapplication deadlines, usually in the first part 
of the semester prior to your return.  

 
2.  Re-submit the appropriate transcripts.  

 
3.  Re-submit a Florida Residency Statement. This is required for all 

readmission applicants who wish to claim Florida residency for 
tuition purposes. Students who were previously coded as non -
Florida must go through a reclassification process through the 
Residency Sectio n of the Office of the Registrar.  

 
4.  Note that applicants are accepted into the Ph.D. program from 

the MasterÕs program on a strictly competitive basis.  
 
 
 
Transfer Hours 
 
Up to 12 graduate hours taken after the M.A. and not applied to that 
degree may be ap plied to the Ph.D. In unusual cases, a Ph.D. may be 
allowed to transfer up to 6 hours taken at another Ph.D. program. In 
some instances, course requirements (like the Humanities Core 
courses) may be waived, but the total number of credit hours to be 
taken beyond the M.A. in such cases will remain 48. For information 
on transfer hours from other institutions besides FSU, please see the 
Department Chair and refer to the FSU graduate student handbook.  
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Doctor of Philosophy in Interdisciplinary Humanities 
 
 
General Requirements for the Doctoral Program  

 
Note: Doctoral  students/candidates should also consult the 
UniversityÕs Graduate Handbook for all requirements and 
guidelines.  

 
The doctoral program, leading to the Ph.D. in Interdisciplinary 
Humanities, is a fou rty -eight (48) hour degree designed to offer 
qualified students a broad program combining offerings from the 
participating departments of Art History, Classics, Classical Languages, 
Literature, Communication, Dance, English, History, Modern 
Languages and L inguistics, Philosophy, Religion, and the schools of 
Film, Music and Theatre. It offers a broad perspective, which assists in 
the understanding of the specialized disciplines in the humanities area.  
 
All PhD students will take chronologically oriented Cor e Humanities 
sequence that is fulfilled by completing the HUM 5227, 5245, and 5253 
series of courses. Students who have already completed work that is 
equivalent to this sequence will take one that aims at a topical and 
methodological approach toward intel lectual history, comparative 
literature, and the fine arts, and may be fulfilled by completing (with 
the approval of the Department Chair), a sequence of nine hours of 
courses such as the following: HIS 5346; LIT 5066r; ARH 5795; PHI 
6808r; or MUH 5380; an d other related courses.  
 
Doctoral students are also required to select a total of three seminars 
designated HUM 6939r and offered through DIH. With permission from 
the Department Chair, a student may be permitted to substitute one 
or more seminars in the ir departmental area. HIS 5346 or LIT 5066r 
may be substituted for one of the seminar requirements. At least one 
of these seminars or courses must focus on literary analysis, criticism, 
history, or appreciation (LIT); at least one must focus on analogous 
aspects of art history (ART); and at least one must focus on analogous 
aspects of music (MUS). When appropriate HUM 6939r seminars are 
not offered one of the following courses may be selected:  
 
LIT -  Literary analysis, criticism, history or appreciation  
When appropriate HUM 6939r seminars are not offered one of the 
following courses may be selected: Studies in Critical Theory (ENG 
5049r); Studies in Film (ENG 5138r); Studies in Fiction (LIT 5017r); 
Studies in Poetry (LIT 5038r); Studies in Drama (LIT 5047r ).  
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ART -  Analogous aspects of art history  
When appropriate HUM 6939r seminars are not offered any graduate 
course in art history that is open to non -majors can be substituted.  
 
MUS -  Analogous aspects of music  
When appropriate HUM 6939r seminars are n ot offered one of the 
following courses may be selected: Music: MUH 5380, Music in the 
Humanities, or any graduate level music course that is open to non -
majors.  
 
Doctoral students are required to take eighteen (18) semester hours of 
coursework in their m ajor area/ specialization, and twelve (12) 
semester hours of coursework in their minor area/ specialization. 
Students are typically limited to two courses in DIS for the Ph.D. 
degree.  
 
In summary, the course work requirements for the doctoral program 
are a s follows:  
 

• Nine (9) semester hours in HUM 5227, 5245, and 5253;  
• Nine (9) semester hours of HUM 6939r or other appropriate 

courses , making sure to take at least one art, music, and literary 
seminar;   

• Eighteen (1 8) semester hours of  your major 
theme/specia lization;   

• Twelve (12) semester hours of your minor theme/specialization 
or discipline.  

 
 
Foreign Language Requirement  
 
A reading knowledge of two modern or classical languages or, with 
approval of the Department Chair, a high level of competence in one 
mo dern or classical language is required. Students can fulfill each 
language by either taking a Graduate Reading Knowledge exam or 
completing at least sixteen ( 16 )  undergraduate semester hours in a 
single language (four hours of which must be an advanced, li terature -
centered course, i.e. not primarily a language acquisition course).  
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Projected Timeline for Completion of the Degree  
 
Prospective doctoral students should expect to spend two years of full -
time study completing the required coursework prior to  taking the 
Preliminary Examinations. Bearing in mind the twenty - four ( 24 )  
dissertation hours credit requirement, doctoral candidates should 
expect to spend anywhere between two and five years beyond 
coursework completing the dissertation.  
 
 
Doctoral Supe rvisory Committee  
 
The Humanities Ph.D. Supervisory Committee consists of at least four 
members, three of whom must hold Doctoral Directive status: a Major 
professor (usually from the studentÕs major area of concentration), 
member professor (usually from t he studentÕs secondary area of 
concentration), a humanities representative (see the Department Chair 
for the names of professors who qualify), and a faculty member at -
large (who must hold Doctoral Directive status) who belongs to a a 
unit other than the on e represented by the the studentÕs major area of 
concentration. Doctoral students should begin identifying prospective 
candidates throughout the completion of coursework, and they should 
have their major professor and full committee in place a semester 
pri or to taking their doctoral preliminary examinations.  
 
Changing the composition of your committee: once a doctoral 
supervisory committee is formed, the Department Chair must be 
consulted before any change is made in the composition of the 
committee. Such c hanges must be approved by the Department Chair, 
and only after consultation with both your major professor and the 
faculty member in question. No change in the composition of the 
committee will be permitted in the interval between the written and 
oral por tions of the preliminary examination.  
   
 
Preliminary Examinations  
 
Getting Ready 
 
You wonÕt be formally admitted to candidacy for the Ph.D. until youÕve 
passed your prelim inary examinations (prelims) . The earliest a student 
may take the prelims is during the semester immediately following the 
completion of all course work (including the foreign language 
requirement, though a student may petition to satisfy ONE of the two 
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languages for this requirement after passing the prelims.). Graduate 
students are requ ired to take prelims by the end of the second 
semester (excluding summer) after they have completed their 
coursework.  
 
Course Summaries and Reading List 
 
Upon completing all required course work the student will prepare a 
series of course summaries drawn f rom their course syllabi. The course 
summaries should be preceded by a cover page containing the 
doctoral degree checklist and the composition of the doctoral 
committee. The course summaries should consist of a single page 
pertaining to each course (in the  order of the checklist) containing the 
following:  
 

1. student name and examination date , 
 
2. course number, title, and professor (complete with email and 

phone number) , 
 

3. a single paragraph description , 
 

4. list of texts read , and;  
 

5. topic of the st udentÕs research project  from the course .  
 
The course summary for each individual class should not exceed one 
typewritten page. Course summaries must be submitted, in digital 
format, to the Program Assistant of DIH no later than the first week of 
classes in the semester in which they intend to take their exams. A 
copy should also be given to the studentÕs directing professor. See 
Appendix 4.1 for example.  
 
 
 
 
NB: Fall 2008 marks a significant change in exam procedures, in 
particular the section entitled ‘The Nature of the Exam’. Students 
who entered the program prior to Fall 2008 may opt to follow 
the Old Bulletin if they so choose. You MUST make your choice 
when you sign up up to take your exams (i.e. no later than the 
last day of the first week of classes in the semester you intend to 
take your exams). 
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Old Bulletin Ph.D. exam 
 
The Nature of the Exam 
 
The Preliminary Doctoral Examination, designed to establish that you 
are prepared to begin serious work on a Ph.D. dissertation, is a 16 -
hour written test p lus a 1 -2 hour oral examination.  
 

• The written part of the test is given over 4 days, in four 4 -hour 
periods, administered in -house.  

• The exams will be administered on a department al computer 
using Microsoft Word and a department supplied diskette (or 
othe r location as deemed suitable by the directing professor and 
DIH).  

o As the student completes each exam at regular intervals 
he/she should ÒSaveÓ often and leave time to review 
his/her answers.  

 
Structure of the Preliminary Examinations 
 
The doctoral preli minary examination will be administered over the 
course of four days, each day consisting of a four -hour exam period. 
The exams fall with in the following four categories:  

• major area  of study ,  
• minor area  of study/ discipline ,  
• seminar/pedagogy,  and;   
• Hum anities core.  

Note that students who have received a MasterÕs degree through the 
department of Humanities and have already been tested on the 
humanities core are exempt from that portion of the prelims (leaving 
only three areas and three days of exams). G enerally the student can 
expect to write on each of the courses completed for the degree and 
submitted for examination. The student can expect to write anywhere 
between two and four questions within the four -hour exam block.  
 
 
New Bulletin Ph.D. exam 
 
The Nature of the Exam 
 
The Preliminary Doctoral Examination, designed to establish that you 
are prepared to begin serious work on a Ph.D. dissertation, is a take -
home written test followed by a 1 -2 hour oral examination.  
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The Exam is divided into four parts taken during one week:  
• Core  
• Major Area  
• Minor Area  
• Dissertation Research  
 

The Dissertation Research Category exam 
This portion of the exam is designed to look forward toward the 
dissertation stage of the Ph.D. studentÕs training. Students prepare 
and negot iate a reading list with the major professor, who will provide 
the questions for this part of the examination. Exam reading lists are 
expected to be substantial bibliographies reflecting the major contours 
and current issues of the scholarly literature per taining to the 
dissertation topic to be explored. Ordinarily, the student prepares a 
draft reading list and then meets with the advisor, who may add (or 
delete) items, as appropriate. The size of the reading list may vary 
according to the discipline or sub - field, and should comprise anywhere 
between 50 to 100 items (books and articles).  

 
The written exam will be a take -home exam; the student will have one 
week to complete all questions that comprise the written portion of the 
Preliminary Doctoral Examinatio n. The written answer to each question 
should be a maximum of ten double -spaced pages. The advisor and 
major professor will guide the student as to the level of rigor that is 
expected in the essays.  
 
The graduate student reports to the office manager/prog ram assistant 
at the scheduled time to receive his or her set of exam questions. The 
graduate student has one (1) week to complete the exam, unless 
the student is registered with S.D.R.C. and needs more time (see 
Graduate Advisor if this applies). Each exa m is crafted to the individual 
studentÕs coursework, as questions are solicited from the studentÕs 
instructors and compiled by the Graduate Advisor or Department 
Chair.  
 
Note that students who have received a MasterÕs degree through the 
department of Huma nities and have already been tested on the 
humanities core are exempt from that portion of the prelims (leaving 
only three areas to be examined on). Generally the student can expect 
to write on each of the courses completed for the degree and 
submitted for  examination. The student can expect to write on 
anywhere between two and four questions within each category of the 
examination.  
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Preparing for the Exam 
 
 
You can prepare for your prelims by taking up to 12 hours of 
HUM6904, Directed Readings, under the  supervision of your major 
professor.  
 
Also consult with the members of your supervisory committee before 
you register for prelims: committee members may provide you with 
reading lists or study questions.  
 
The semester you plan on taking prelims, you must register for HUM 
8964r , Preliminary Doctoral Examination. This is a one - time 
registration. You need to get the reference number from the 
department staff. (If you do not in fact take the examination that 
term, you will receive an ÒI.Ó This grade will then be changed once you 
do take the exam.) You must take the doctoral exams by the end of 
tenth week of the term. Prelims are not scheduled during the summer 
term. Based on availability the student can schedule their exams for 
either 8am -noon, or 1 -5pm on four  consecutive days, or every other 
day and one weekend (for example: Monday -Thursday, or Monday, 
Wednesday, Friday, and Monday). Should a student wish to deviate 
from the above format they should consult the  Chair of Humanities.   
 
If a majority of committ ee members agree that the student has failed 
the written portions of the examination, the student shall be deemed 
to have failed the examination at that stage. If a student fails a 
particular question (having passed other portions of the exam) the 
student upon approval of the major professor and the  Chair of 
Interdisciplinary H umanities may consult with the professor in question 
to agree on a suitable method for obtaining a passing grade (this 
usually consists of some sort of rewrite). Otherwise, the stude nt will 
proceed to the oral examination, and the decision to pass or fail will be 
based on the studentÕs performance on both portions of the exam. A 
student who fails the examination (at either stage) may take it a 
second time; should a student fail the ex amination twice, he or she 
must petition the Graduate Committee for permission to make a third 
attempt.  
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Structure of the Preliminary Examinations 
 
The doctoral preliminary examination will be administered over the 
course of four days, each day consist ing of a four -hour exam period. 
The exams fall with in the following four categories:  

• major area  of study ,  
• minor area  of study/ discipline ,  
• seminar/pedagogy,  and;   
• Humanities core.  

Note that students who have received a MasterÕs degree through the 
depa rtment of Humanities and have already been tested on the 
humanities core are exempt from that portion of the prelims (leaving 
only three areas and three days of exams). Generally the student can 
expect to write on each of the courses completed for the degr ee and 
submitted for examination. The student can expect to write anywhere 
between two and four questions within the four -hour exam block.     
 
Preliminary Exam Defense 
 
Oral examination ordinarily takes place within three weeks after the 
written exam port ion. Upon completion (no latter than five working 
days) of the written portion of the preliminary examination DIH will 
distribute copies of the exam and the appropriate forms to members of 
the studentÕs doctoral committee and those professors who submitted  
questions. Additionally, the student will receive a copy of the exams in 
written form. Upon receiving commentary from all who are grading the 
preliminary exams the student in conjunction with the major professor, 
members of the committee, and DIH will sch edule the Oral defense. 
The content, structure, and format of the Oral defense shall be 
determined by the director of the doctoral committee (major 
professor).     
 
 
The Doctoral Dissertation  
 
Doctoral candidates should consult the UniversityÕs Graduate 
Handbook under the heading: Ò Guidelines and Requirements for 
Theses,  Treatises  and Dissertations ,Ó for all requirements and 
guidelines concerning the dissertation.  
 
In general , the doctoral dissertation should comprise a directed thesis 
supported by scholarl y research meant to prove the studentÕs ability to 
operate successfully in his/her disciplines and the academic world. The 
dissertation can take many forms, from a series of articles constructed 
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around a central theme, to a full - length document with a sing le thesis. 
The student in consultation with the directing professor and the 
doctoral committee will determine the best format and approach for 
the selected topic and researched evidence. Given that the degree is 
interdisciplinary in nature, the student should expect to take an 
approach consistent with the goals and philosophy of the 
Department of Interdisciplinary Humanities. To ensure the 
appropriate level of interdisciplinarity the student should consult 
withhis/her doctoral committee DIH representative. The average 
dissertation is between 200 and 300 pages in length, and must 
conform to the University standards for such documents as outlined in 
the ÒGuidelines and Requirements for Theses, Treatises  and  
Dissertations Ó (located in the University Graduate Ha ndbook).  
 
 
Hours 
 
Upon completion of all course work, written examinations, and the oral 
examination (in the form of a passing grade), an additional twenty -
four (24) semester hours of dissertation credit are required.  
 
All requirements for the doctoral deg ree must be completed within 5 
calendar years from the time the student passes the prelim exam. 
Should the student exceed this period upon consultation with the 
major professor and the  Chair of DIH  the student may apply to the 
UniversityÕs Graduate school  for an extension.  
 
 
Preparing a Prospectus 
 
The prospectus should be a carefully considered statement of the 
nature and purpose of the thesis intended. A prospectus is a plan, but 
not a contract: as research is conducted and writing completed it is 
possi ble that the thesis may take a form or direction not entirely 
anticipated when writing the prospectus. (Major changes that suggest 
themselves as work on the thesis is completed, should be discussed 
with the doctoral committee.) The length, scope, and type of 
prospectus is determined by the student in conjunction with the 
directing professor. The prospectus must be approved and signed by 
all the members of the supervisory committee.  
 
Writing the Dissertation 
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Remember that the dissertation is an evolving doc ument. The student 
should continually and regularly consult with the directing professor to 
ensure that the methods and course of the research are academically 
sound. The student should submit to the directing professor sections of 
the dissertation as they  become available for review. Upon agreement 
between both the student and the directing professor the sections may 
then be distributed to the remaining members of the committee.   
 
Defending 
 
Each member of the supervisory committee should have a complete 
draft of the dissertation at least one month prior to the planned 
defense. The student should register for HUM 8985r in the term 
planned for the defense . Contact the DIH Office Manager for relevant 
section numbers. The dissertation is defended in a 1 -2 hou r oral 
examination conducted with all members of the supervisory committee 
present. The directing professor conducts the defense as well as 
determines its nature. The dissertation defense is a public event. If a 
candidate knows ahead of time that there is significant interest on the 
part of other faculty or fellow -students, friends or family to attend the 
defense, the candidate must notify the major professor in advance so 
that a suitable venue may be reserved. The supervisory committee, 
the chair of the ma jor department, and such members of the faculty as 
may be appointed by the academic dean will conduct the examination. 
In order to maintain the decorum of the examination, we ask that the 
candidate and/or others make arrangements for anticipated 
celebratio ns at a separate venue.   
 
At least two weeks prior to the date of the examination, the student or 
major professor will present an announcement of the dissertation title 
and the date and place of the examination to the Office of Graduate 
Studies.  
 
 
 
Submitting, the Abstract, and Publication 
 
Please consult the UniversityÕs Ò Guidelines and Requirements for 
Theses, Treatises and  Dissertations ,Ó located in the Graduate Student 
Handbook. 
< http://gradstudies.fsu.edu/forms/graduate_handbook.pdf>  
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Recent Disse rtation Topics  
 
2006 
 
James Brooks, ÒBenjamin Keach and the Baptist Singing Controversy: 
Mediating Scripture, Confessional Heritage, and Christian UnityÓ  
 
Belle Harrell, ÒMulticulturalism Must Come to a Truce: Hollywood and 
the Perpetual Browning of the Na tionÓ 
 
Karen Morian, ÒThe Wisest Sappho: Thoughts and Visions of H.D. in 
Jeanette WintersonÕs Art & LiesÓ  
 
Peter Smith, ÒAshley Street Blues: Racial Uplift and the 
Commodification of Vernacular Performance in LaVilla, Florida, 1896 Ð 
1916Ó 
 
2005 
 
Kathryn C ashin, ÒAlexander PushkinÕs Influence on Russian BalletÓ  
 
Elizabeth Drake -Boyt, ÒDance as a Project of the Early Modern Avant -
gardeÓ 
 
Susan Esposito, ÒMuseum and Garden: History and ParadigmÓ  
 
Jillian Robbins, ÒThe Art of History: LivyÕs Ab Urbe Condita an d the 
Visual Arts of the Early Italian RenaissanceÓ  
 
David Simmons, ÒThe Dysphoric Style in Contemporary American 
Independent CinemaÓ  
 
Gregory Tillman, ÒHoopla In Harlem! The Renaissance of African 
American Art and Culture: A Rhetorical Criticism of Artis ts as Social 
Activists during the 1920s and 30s; Engaging the Philosophical 
Discourse of Kenneth BurkeÓ  
 
Mary Lou Vredenburg, ÒÔA Hapless Theseus Hunting a Listless 
MinotaurÕ:Epistemological Uncertainty in Lawrence NorfolkÕs 
Lempri èreÕs DictionaryÓ 
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Laura  Williams, ÒMalvinas Myths, Falklans Fictions: Cultural  Responses 
to War from Both Sides of the AtlanticÓ  
 
2004 
 
David Hatch, ÒBeckett in (t)Transition: "Three Dialogues" with Georges 
Duthuit, Aesthetic Evolution, and an Assault  on Modernism Ó 
 
Helen Hennes sey, ÒBeatrice Wood: Sophisticate PrimitiveÓ  
 
Lisbeth Herer, ÒTropes of Otherness: Abjection, Sublimity and Jewish 
Subjectivity in Enlightenment EnglandÓ  
 
Jason Jewell, ÒAuthorityÕs Advocate: Samuel Parker, Religion, and 
Politics in Restoration EnglandÓ  
 
Robert Quist, ÒThe Theme of Music in Northern Renaissance Banquet 
ScenesÓ 
 
Julio Varela, Ò Vortex to Virus, Myth to Meme: The Literary Evolution of 
Nihilism and Chaos in Modernism and Postmodernism Ó 
 
2003 
 
Christopher Brawley, ÒThe Sacramental Vision: Mytho poeic 
Imagination and Ecology in Coleridge, MacDonald, Lewis, and TolkienÓ  
 
Mark Hamilton, ÒNorthrop Frye Goes to the MoviesÓ  
 

 
Residency Requirement  
 
After having finished thirty (30) semester hours of graduate work or 
being awarded the master's degree, t he doctoral student must be 
continuously enrolled at The Florida State University , Tallahassee 
campus for a minimum of twenty - four (24) graduate semester hours in 
any period of twelve (12) consecutive months. The residency 
requirement can be completed with  either course work or dissertation 
hours. In most instances students should assume that two years of full 
time residence beyond the Master's degree will be required to fulfill 
course requirements.  
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Advising 
 
 
Because of the interdisciplinary nature of t he Interdisciplinary 
Humanities program, advising is a crucial part of the academic 
process.  
 
Who is your advisor?  
 
The graduate student advisors are:  

• Dr. David Johnson, Chair of DIH  
• Dr. Maricarmen Martinez, Director of Graduate Studies and 

Associate Chai r of DIH  
 
Dr. Johnson and Dr. Martinez serve as graduate advisors for all DIH 
graduate students. In order to remain in good standing, all students 
must meet (either in person or some other means agreed upon by 
advisor and advisee) with either Dr. Martinez or Dr. Johnson for 
advising each semester, and every student must demonstrate 
satisfactory progress toward the degree. The latter is a requirement 
for all graduate students enrolled in DIH, regardless of whether a 
student is receiving an assistanship or fe llowship with tuition waiver.  
 
Advice for New Graduate Students  
 

1.  All majors should meet with the  Chair of DIH , Dr. Johnson, or 
the Director of Graduate Studies, Dr. Martinez, at least once per 
semester in the interest of making satisfactory progress towar d 
the degree. In particular, students must be sure that the classes 
they propose to take are compatible with the tracks that they 
have chosen to follow.  

 
2.  Always be prepared when advising, which means bringing your 

progress sheets and looking at class choi ces beforehand.  
 

3.  Make sure to take notes and file away all information and course 
syllabi, including emails (keeping student emails are especially 
important if you are a teaching assistant). This will be important 
for your comprehensive exams at the Master Õs level, preliminary 
exams at the Ph.D. level, and to help keep paper trails of any 
information disseminated from the  Chair and Associate Chair.  

 
4.  Along with your advisor, use your colleagues as resources to 

help guide you through various disciplines, co urse 
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recommendations, pedagogical concerns, and time management. 
Participate in DIH activities, including the Annual Interdisciplines 
Academic Conference.  

 
5.  Develop relationships outside of Humanities and use other 

peopleÕs expertise to help enrich your ow n graduate career. One 
of the great things about the program is the diversity of people 
and ideas that constantly surround you.  

 
6.  Interdisciplinary Humanities students tend to be the minority in 

a room of specialists, so use this position to your advantage . 
Learn and uncover disciplinary assumptions, figure out the 
difference between the major questions disciplinarians ask and 
bring out those distinctions in class discussions and research 
paper. What may seem obvious to a geographer might not be so 
obvious to an art historian.  

 
7.  Additionally, graduate students should consult with their major 

professor for course recommendations.  
 
8.  Sapere Aude!  
 

 
 
Making Appointments for Advising  
 
Contact the office manager or Program Assistant in order to make an 
appointment w ith the Graduate Advisor at (850) 644 -9121. Please 
remember that Dr. Johnson and Dr. Martinez are the Graduate 
Advisors for fifty plus students, so the sooner you arrange a meeting 
time the better.  
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Registration 
 
 
Procedures  
 
Choose your courses after loo king at the Course Search 
http://apps.oti.fsu.edu/RegistrarCourseLookup/SearchForm  and 
available course listings and discussing possibilities with your advisor. 
If necessary, pick up  a Directory of Classes at the university center or 
online. The directory not only lists courses, but also specifies 
registration procedures, deadlines, final examination schedules, fees, 
and payment procedures. In the directory are the course reference 
nu mbers you will need to register by telephone or online by looking 
into ÒSecure AppsÓ through your blackboard account. It is best to 
register as early as possible. If necessary, register for courses and 
drop/add them during the first week of class. When you  log on to the 
secure webpage to register, your student access number is your Social 
Security number, and your password is the month (for example, 02 for 
February) and last two numbers of the year (38 for 1938) of your birth 
year unless changed by the stud ent after he or she has gained access 
into the system.  
 
 
Course load  
 
Ten (10) hours per semester generally constitutes a full - time load for 
graduate students, although this number is determined by the College 
and subject to change each semester. Teaching assistants must 
register for a minimum of ten (10) hours, plus one (1) hour of 
supervised teaching each semester to be granted full - time status; 
tuition waivers are provided for a maximum of twelve (12) hours of 
coursework.  
 
 
Directed Individual Study (DI S)  
 
If you are interested in studying a particular topic not covered in 
regular course offerings, you may register for a Directed Individual 
Study (DIS).  

• Find a faculty member willing to direct your study  
• Agree with faculty member on how much credit (one to three 

hours) you will receive, and what you will do to earn it.  
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• Fill out a DIS form available in the DIH Main Office, give your 
course a title and a definition, have your faculty member sign it, 
and submit it to the Graduate Advisor for approval.  

• Afte r the DIS has been approved, see the office manager to have 
a reference and section number assigned to it. Follow this 
process to make sure your DIS fulfills program requirements.  

• Graduate - level DIS courses are graded on an S/U basis.  
Students are typical ly limited to two courses in DIS for the Ph.D. 
degree, though exceptions to this rule may be made by the 
Department Chair. MasterÕs students should normally NOT take 
Directed Individual Study to fulfill course requirements unless there is 
some unforeseen e mergency or rationale. Exceptions to this rule will 
be made by the Department Chair.  
 
 
Teaching Hours and Reading Hours  
 
If you are a teaching assistant or mentoree, you are required to take 
the 1 -credit ÒSupervised TeachingÓ course each semester. You wil l be 
automatically registered for this course. The syllabus for supervised 
teaching can be found in appendix 4.2.  
 
During the semester you take either your Comprehensive Exams or 
Prelims, you have the opportunity to meet full time status by taking 
ÒReading Hours.Ó These hours must be approved by the Graduate 
Advisor. After approval, see the office manager for the registration 
code. Both MasterÕs and Ph.D. students can take a maximum of 
twelve (12) reading hours.  
 
 
Out -of -State Tuition Waivers and Florida R esidency  
 
If you are a new teaching assistant or mentoree but not a legal 
resident of Florida, see the Office Manager immediately: he or she will 
help you arrange a waiver for your out -of -state and in -state tuition. 
Remember that you must still pay your fe es. You must establish 
Florida residency by your second year as a teaching assistant; 
no portion of your out-of-state tuition will be waived after your 
first year. To establish residency, you need to be living at a Florida 
address for at least one year, an d you must be here in some capacity 
other than as a student (employment as a teaching assistant counts 
for this). For more information on residency status, call Caroline Can 
Brunt (644 -5007) or Nancy Standley in the RegistrarÕs Residency 
Office in room A39 03 University Center Bldg. A (644 -7155).  
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In -state Tuition Waivers  
 
In -state teaching assistants have ca. 80% of their entire tuition 
waived, including fees. Waivers may be used only for those graduate 
level classes pertinent to your degree program; th ey cannot be used 
for recreation courses such as music lessons or aerobics.  
 
 
General information regarding graduate registration and university 
regulations is available online at http://www.studentsfirst. fsu.edu/ .  
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Financial Assistance 
 
 
Teaching Assistantships  
 
The Department of Interdisciplinary Humanities offers teaching 
assistantships on a competitive basis, which include a stipend and 
partial tuition waiver (in/out of state). For more information, see the 
Teaching Assistant Handbook available on the DIH website.  
 
 
Research Assistantships  
 
A very limited number of RAs are available on an ad hoc basis. See the 
Chair of the Department of Interdisciplinary Humanities for more 
information if you are inte rested in a research assistantship.  
 
 
Fellowships  
 
Each year the university offers a limited number of Presidential 
Fellowships, valued at ca, $20,000, and University Fellowships, valued 
at ca, $15,000 each plus a tuition waiver. There are two kinds of 
Uni versity Fellowships: (a) regular University Competitive Fellowships 
and (b) Native Racial and Ethnic Minority Fellowships. A small number 
of ca, $6,300 College Fellowships are also available to first - time -at -
FSU students. The latter fellowship may be suppl emented by a part -
time teaching assistantship. Ph.D. students at the dissertation stage 
are eligible to apply for a very limited number of University 
Dissertation Fellowships, currently funded at $10,000 plus tuition 
waivers for three terms.  
 
Minority Fellowships 
 
Leslie N. Wilson Assistantships: Newly enrolling African -American 
graduate students may compete for this non - teaching assistantship, 
which carries a stipend of $5,000 plus tuition waivers for the academic 
year. This amount may be supplemented by teaching or other duties in 
the department. The University also offers Delores Auzenne 
Fellowships for African American graduate students, and the University 
Fellowships mentioned above. A number of African American students 
in the program have also held M cKnight Doctoral Fellowships, which 
provide up to five years of support, with a stipend of $12,000 plus 
tuition waivers. These fellowships are administered by a state -wide 
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foundation. For further information on the teaching assistantship or 
any of these fe llowships, contact the Director of Graduate Studies.  
 
 
Loans  
 
Please contact the Office of Financial Aid, University Center; or write to 
that office and ask for the Financial Aid Handbook for Students. 
(www.finaid. fsu.edu ).  
 
 
Summer Financial Support (stipends, teaching, R.A.)  
 
Each summer a limited number of teaching positions and Arts and 
Science Assistantships (stipends) are made available to qualified and 
ranking graduate students. Teaching positions are assig ned based on 
TA ranking, departmental needs, and at the discretion of the Chair of 
DIH and DIH Director of Graduate Studies. The A&S stipends typically 
consist of a stipend and tuition waiver. Recipients of this award must 
enroll in twelve credit  hours  dur ing the summer and give the 
department ten hours of service  weekly . All summer opportunities are 
based on availability.  
 
 
Other Support  
 
The Student Aid Resource (STAR) Center, located on the fourth floor of 
the University Center, is a multimedia resource  center designed to 
provide additional information about sources of financial aid, 
information about short -  and long - term personal financial planning, 
and a variety of campus and community resources aimed at assisting 
students and their families in meeting  the costs of education. Finally, 
you might consult the following books in Strozier library: Directory of 
Research Grants, Annual Register of Grant Support, and The Grants 
Register.  
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 Certificate Programs 
 
 
Florida State University offers a variety of cert ificate programs, usually 
ranging from nine (9) to eighteen (18) hours in additional coursework 
and/or internships in order to expand your degree and broaden your 
professional expertise. Many Interdisciplinary Humanities graduate 
students pursue certificat es to further expand their expertise and show 
a level of specialization in a given field. Below is information on the 
Certificate in Interdisciplinary Humanities which is constructed for 
people outside of the Interdisciplinary Humanities program. Also 
incl uded is a list of several certificate programs outside of DIH that 
interdisciplinary humanities graduate students have taken advantage 
of during there tenure here.  
 
 
Certificate in Interdisciplinary Humanities  
 
The Certificate Program is designed to prov ide Graduate students in 
the Humanistic areas of the Liberal Arts with an interdisciplinary 
curriculum to widen the scope of their field of studies as well as to 
increase the opportunities for teaching jobs at a higher education 
level. The Department of In terdisciplinary Humanities provides majors 
of specific humanistic fields with a repertoire of various discourses, 
representations and ways of inquiry in: Visual Arts, Music, Philosophy, 
History, Dance and Theatre, Media and Cultural Studies, Religion, 
Cult ural Anthropology, Classics, Modern Languages, Medieval 
European Studies, American Studies, Multicultural and Cross -cultural 
Studies, and Modern and Post -Modern cultures.  
 
For the Department of Interdisciplinary Humanities there is no 
opposition between s pecialized knowledge and interdisciplinary 
knowledge. This is consistent with the erasing of boundaries among 
the disciplines that have taken place since the middle of the Twentieth 
century. Students and scholars approach their objects of study from 
more t han one perspective and in collaborative and dialogical 
intellectual environment.  
 
The Department of Interdisciplinary Humanities thus provides an 
academic space for conversation among disciplines as well as develops 
professionals that can collectively app roach  problem s related to culture 
and society.  
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Certificate Program Requirements  
 
This is an 18 hour non -degree program open to students in the M.A. 
and Ph.D. programs at FSU. The Certificate in the Humanities would 
provide a student holding or working  tow ard an M.A. or Ph.D. in one of 
the sub -disciplines of the Humanities (or indeed outside the discipline) 
the requisite number of graduate hours in the Humanities (18) to  
be qualified to teach Humanities at the junior college level. The 
following are the re quired courses, all of which currently exist:  
 
HUM 5227: Homer to Gothic  
Course Description: This course offers the student an analysis of 
Western Humanities in its early period through a study of architecture, 
the arts, literature, philosophy, religion, m usic. It focuses on the major 
cultural movements of the ancient period. (3 credit hours)  
 
HUM 5245: Renaissance to Enlightenment  
Course Description: This course offers the student an analysis of 
Western Humanities in its middle period through a study of 
architecture, the arts, literature, philosophy,  religion, music. (3 credit 
hours)  
 
HUM 5253: Modernity and Postmodernity  
Course Description: This course offers the student an interdisciplinary 
overview of Western Humanities in its later period through a stud y of 
architecture, the arts, literature, philosophy, religion, music, film. (3 
credit hours)  
 
HUM 6939: Pedagogy (Summer only)  
Course Description: This course is designed to develop mastery of 
content and pedagogical skills in our graduate students who are  
candidates for teaching assistantships for  Undergraduate Multi -Cultural 
Film (HUM 3321). HUM 3321 services 1,250 Undergraduate  
students as a part of their requirements in the Liberal Arts. Graduate 
students are trained in the relationship between film an d culture as 
well as approaches to teach film techniques and the various 
hermeneutic approaches to cinema. (3 credit hours)  
 
HUM 6939: Multi -Culturalism and the Critical Traditions  
Course Description: This course contextualizes modern critical theory 
in th e critical tradition of the West since Plato. Students read and 
analyze original works through the method of textual exegesis. (3 
credit hours)  
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HUM 5909: Culture and Media  
Course Description: The purpose of the course is to introduce 
Graduate Students to  the theory and practice of teaching Humanities 
and Culture  in a digital environment. The course fulfills the need for a 
course in online pedagogy in the Department of Interdisciplinary 
Humanities. (2 credit hours)  
 
HUM 5915: Technological and Online Train ing for Teaching Assistants 
(Summer only)  
Course Description: This course provides Teaching Assistants with the 
background knowledge to use in -class and online technology to 
effectively teach any of the  Humanities clas 6ses.  (1 credit hour) 3.  
 
Applicatio n Procedure  
 
Students interested in the Certificate should contact Dr. David 
Johnson, Chair of the Department of Interdisciplinary Humanities 
(djohnson@english.f su.edu  or 644 -0314) or Dr. Maricarmen Martinez, 
Associate Chair of the Department of Interdisciplinary Humanities 
(mmartine@mailer.fsu.edu  or 645 -140 1). The app lication for the 
certificate program is available in Appendix.  
 
 
Certificate in Museum Studies (College of Visual Arts, Theater, and 
Dance)  

Museum Studies at Florida State University offers an interdepartmental 
program leading to a graduate level certific ate based on both academic 
knowledge and on -site training. This grounding in theory and practice 
culminates in the internship experience with students working 
alongside professionals in archives, libraries, galleries, and museums.  

The Museum Studies certif icate is granted as a supplement to a 
graduate degree program. This dual approach follows the American 
Association of MuseumsÕ recommendations that specialized museum 
training be combined with one or more academic disciplines as the 
ideal preparation for a  professional career. Presently students come  
from the departments of anthropology, art, arts administration, arts 
education, art history, classics, dance, history, humanities, information 
studies, interior design, recreation and leisure services administr ation, 
textiles and consumer science, and theatre. Other departments may 
be added as the program grows . 
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Museum Studies at Florida State University is a certificate program 
with a broad understanding of museums and practical experience in 
museum work. The p rogram prepares students for museum careers by 
adding specific museum instruction to their departmental studies. 
Students gain critical intelligence and the ability to analyze and 
achieve objectives in the professional museum field through a 
combination of  discipline -based knowledge and practical training.  

For more information, visit http://www.fsu.edu/~ms/  or contact Lana 
Burgess ( lab0077@fsu.edu  or 644 -0819).  
 
 
Certificate in  Critical Theory (English)  
 
The English Department is the administrative home of an 
interdepartmental Certificate Program in critical theory, which is an 
18 -hour program designed to supplement Ñ not to replace Ñ regular 
graduate degree programs at either the M asterÕs or the Doctoral level. 
There is a full description of the program requirements in the College 
of Arts and Sciences section of the University Graduate Bulletin, or you 
can direct inquires to the Department Chair or to the Director of 
Graduate Studie s in the English department.  
 
  
Certificate in Editing and Publishing (English)  
 
The English Department operates a graduate - level Certificate Program 
in Publishing and Editing, which is a 12 -hour program organized to 
meet the professional needs of various student and professional 
populations. The Certificate is designed to provide professional 
certification for those intending to seek employment in some area of 
editing, writing, and/or publishing. However, matriculated graduate 
students may want to enroll i n courses toward the Certificate in 
Publishing and Editing in order to develop a supplemental marketable 
skill, study the relations between publishing history and literature, 
improve self -editing skills, and/or increase general knowledge. For 
more informat ion, visit http://english.fsu.edu/pub -ed/index.html . 
  
 
Certificate in Digital Video Production (Communications)  
 
A story in The New York Times recently argued that a Cinema Studies 
degree is the ne w MBA. The  Digital Video Certificate p rogram is a 
response to the changing technological landscape of our mediated 
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world. Digital media production is no longer the sole province of  media 
corporations but instead is appearing in a growing diversity of place s. 
Currently, these changes are not being met within the academy. 
Students today are still faced with the limited  choices of taking on a 
full Film Production MFA or following a traditional path of research and  
theory offered by most MA and PhD programs.  
 
This certificate will allow graduate students the opportunity to gain the 
valuable, fundamental skills of digital video production and then apply 
those skills across a range of disciplinary applications. Visual 
anthropologists, ethnographers, sociologists,  marketers, small 
business owners, new media artists are all examples of potential 
students in the certificate program. The new possibilities posed by 
accessible technology require a new set of skills to be able to use 
these tools effectively. In effect, w e are reaching a stage where media 
literacy involves writing as well as reading media. The ability to 
construct visual narratives, tell a story in pictures and move digital 
sound and images across a host of media platforms is an increasingly 
valued skill s et. This certificate will give people the training they need 
to become media literate in the  21st century.  
 
This certificate will provide students with the fundamental skills of  
digital video production. The skills will include competence with a 
range of digital video cameras, microphones, basic lighting principles 
and non - linear editing software. In addition, students will  learn the 
principles of visual storytelling and narrative construction. Students 
have the choice to explore field and studio production , though the 
emphasi s will be on single camera video production. Finally, students 
will learn how to manipulate their products across a variety of media 
platforms, from small streaming files for the Internet to DVDs. 
Students will also learn the elements o f communication theory in an 
effort to inform the practice of video production with the current 
theoretical trends within the communication discipline.  
 
This will be a 12 -credit program open to all graduate students within 
the FSU community.  For more info rmation, contact the 
Communications department.  
 
Certificate in American and Florida Studies  

This is a 12 -hour program centering upon an American Studies 
seminar and 9 hours outside the student's home department. It 
provides both M.A. -  and Ph.D. - level stud ents in other disciplines a 
chance through interdisciplinary study to develop a deeper 
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understanding of the pluralistic society they inhabit and to learn new 
ways to conceptualize social issues, culture, and art throughout 
American history. The final requi red project is an article prepared for 
publication according to the guidelines of a major professional journal. 
The Certificate is an excellent credential for the job market or for 
graduate or other professional study beyond the M.A. The American & 
Florida  Studies Program at Florida State University offers the only 
graduate - level Certificate in American Studies in the South Atlantic 
region.  

For more information, see 
http://www.fsu.edu/~ams/certifi catepage.htm .  

 
There are many other certificate programs offered by most 
departments and programs across campus. Research their 
availability at departmental and program websites: 
http://registrar.fsu.edu/bulletin/grad/info/degree_prog.htm.  
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Resources of the Department, University, and Tallahassee 
 
 
Resources of the Program  
 
Computer Facilities  
 

• Computer lab (three computers and one printer) adjacent to the 
TA office in Diffenbaugh  

• Wireless Internet in TA offices  
• Graduate Student computer lab located in  Strozier Library  
 

Email Listserves (proper usage) 
 

• DIH hosts four listserves:  
o hum -grads@lists.fsu.edu  (Humanities Graduate Students)  
o humstaff@lists.fsu.edu  (T eaching Assistants and Staff)  
o humfilm@lists.fsu.edu  (Multicultural Film Teaching 

Assistants)  
o interdisciplines@lists.fsu.edu  (Association for 

Interdisciplin ary Research and Interdisciplines Conference)  
• Graduate students must join the appropriate listserves. This is 

the primary way information disseminates to graduate 
students. To join, email the appropriate listserve(s).   

• These listserves are primarily for t he Chair, Associate Chair, 
Faculty, teaching supervisors, and conference organizers. Please 
do not clog up everyoneÕs email by replying to the listserve(s). 
They are also not places to find roommates or sell furniture!  

• Dr. Martinez sends conference notices , job opportunities, news 
articles, and other writing on the current affairs of humanities in 
popular culture and the academy. If compelled to respond, go to 
the Department of Interdisciplinary Humanities Organization on 
your Blackboard (campus.fsu.edu) an d open up a discussion 
forum. If you are not part of DIHO, contact Dr. Martinez and she 
will add you.  

  
 

Association for Interdisciplinary Research 
 
The Association for Interdisciplinary Research, or AIR, is an 
organization for graduate students at FSU co mmitted to 
interdisciplinary research. AIR both identifies boundaries and bridges 
gaps between academic research, fine art, performance, and our 
everyday lives. While emphasizing a cultural studies approach to 
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theory and practice, AIR supports all forms of  research from the 
physical and social sciences to fine art and performance. The members 
of AIR learn from each other with the hope of becoming better 
scholars, artists, and activists.  AIR :  

• Organizes the Interdisciplines Acade mic Conference  
• Host a scholar s, artists, and activists lecture series  
• Sponsors a reading group  
• Supports interdisciplinary research and travel  
• Hopes to begin a magazine entitled ÒAIR RaidÓ  
• Publishes a directory  

 
Dues are $20.00 a year and meetings are once -a-month. For more 
information  on how to get involved, please contact Katheryn Wright  
( kdw02d@fsu.edu ) and visit www.interdisciplines.com . 
 
 
Interdisciplines Academic Conference 
 
Interdisciplines  is  an annual academic conference sponsored by the 
Department of Interdisciplinary Humanities (DIH). Graduate students 
from any academic discipline contribute original research, artworks, 
and performances. In doing so, participants discover innovative ways 
in  which the form and content of their own work crosses disciplinary 
boundaries and intersects with other approaches to a common theme.  
 
Graduate students in DIH  are committed to creating a space where 
fledgling scholars from various disciplines may come to gether to foster 
a dialogue among traditionally disparate fields. The creation of such an 
interdisciplinary dialogue, especially in the beginning stages of 
professional development, bring to the forefront assumptions that 
potentially underlie the formation  of knowledge. As the supposed 
Òculture warsÓ attempt to solidify the boundaries between the 
ÒacademicÓ and the Òpopular,Ó questioning the validity of these borders 
becomes even more important within a contemporary context.  
 
The 2006 Interdisciplines Acad emic Conference Inter-disciplining the 
Body drew papers and creative work from a variety of fields that 
focused on the body. Artist Spencer Tunick, known for his site -specific 
installations of nudes as seen in the documentary Naked World, was 
the keynote s peaker. The 2007 Interdisciplines Academic Conference is 
entitled Why We Laugh – Comedy in Contexts.  
 
Interdisciplines is an opportunity for graduate students to both present 
and organize an academic conference, which prepares them for their 
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future role a s faculty and researcher. For more information on how to 
get involved, contact Katheryn Wright ( kdw02d@fsu.edu ) and visit 
www.interdisciplines.com . 
 
 
Interculture Peer-Reviewed Journal 
 
Interculture is an e - journal focused upon the interdisciplinary study of 
world cultures, the celebration and contemplation of cultural diversity, 
and exploration of the commonalities of the human condition. 
Interculture invites scholars a nd artists to contribute thought -
provoking material that is focused upon and that reflects current ideas, 
movements, and interests generated from an interdisciplinary 
exploration of global culture and its artifaces. No privilege is given to a 
particular th eoretical approach, and all manners of interdisciplinary 
study are encouraged, including creative work. For more information, 
visit http://www.fsu.edu/~proghum/interculture/homepage.htm l and 
email Drew Philbeck ( tdp0761@fsu.edu ).  
 
 
E.A.R.T.H.  
 
E.A.R.T.H., or the Excellence in Academic Teaching and Research in 
the Humanities, is a small group of dedicated graduate students in DIH 
committed to maki ng DIH visible to the rest of the academic world 
(both nationally and internationally). Students pursuing special 
projects are members. To participate or to propose a special project, 
contact Dr. Maricarmen Martinez.  
 
  
Diversity Dinner and Community Outreach 
 
The Diversity Dinner sponsored by DIH in conjunction with other 
community affiliates is an example of Interdisciplinary Humanities 
emphasis on community outreach.  The Diversity Dinner is an 
opportunity for undergraduates, graduate students, and membe rs of 
the Tallahassee community to get together and speak about issue 
around race, class, gender, and nation. For more information on the 
Diversity Dinner and other opportunities of community outreach 
through DIH, contact Dr. Martinez or Jason Gibson 
( jmg0970@fsu.edu ).  
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Departmental Newsletter 
 
Each semester DIH publishes a newsletter. To keep it up - to -date, 
please email Johann Paultz ( jrp03f@fsu.edu ) or Jeremy Bassetti 
( jrb04w@fsu.edu ) whether you have participated in any conferences, 
published any articles, won awards, etc.  
 
 
Resources at Florida State University  
 
Libraries at FSU 
 
FSU has three major libraries on -campus. Strozier conta ins a digital 
library and media center, a computer lab, copy center, graduate study 
rooms, and hosts useful workshops on how to take advantage of all 
they have to offer. For more information on any of the libraries at FSU, 
visit http://www.lib.fsu.edu/ .  
 
 

Conference Opportunities 
 
Beyond Interdisciplines, FSU has a variety of opportunities to present 
research on campus in various conferences. In early February, 
Interdisciplinary Humanities works in conjunction with the English 
department to present the Film and Literature Conference . The topic 
for the 32 nd  annual Film and Lit conference Feb. 1 -4, 2007, co -directed 
by Interdisciplinary Humanities Associate Chair Dr. Maricarmen 
Martinez, is Cosmopolitianism: Thinking Beyond the Nation. For more 
information, visit http://english.fsu.edu/filmlit/ .  
 
Interdisciplinary Humanities students also participate in other 
conferences around campus and outside of Tallahassee. COGS (se e 
below) and DIH provide financial support for attending academic 
conferences, which along with publishing, is a necessary to becoming a 
marketable job applicant after graduation. See Dr. Johnson or Dr. 
Martinez on more information about conferences and pr ofessional 
development.  
   

International Center 
 
The International Center issues immigration documents for all 
admitted students on F -1 and J -1 visas; provides advising on F and J 
visa immigration requirements; coordinates international activities on 
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camp us; and assists students and families with cultural adjustment, 
employment matters, housing, and personal concerns. All international 
students must report to the International Center prior to class 
registration for a mandatory orientation session.  
 
The Int ernational Center cannot issue the Form I -20 or DS -2019 
necessary to obtain your visa until you have been formally admitted to 
Florida State University and have properly completed and returned the 
Certification of Financial Responsibility (CFR) Form and su pporting 
financial documents.  

 
Florida State University International Center  
107 South Wildwood Drive  
Tallahassee, FL 32306 -4240,  
U.S.A.Telephone: 850.645.2146 ¥ Fax: 850.644.2112Email: 
icadmissions@admin.fsu.edu Website: 
www.internationalcenter.fsu.edu/  
 
 
Study Abroad 
 
FSU has a variety of study abroad programs available to graduate 
students. For more information, visit 
http://www.international.fsu.edu/ . 
 
 
Congress of Graduate Students (COGS) 

The Congres s of Graduate Students (COGS) is the official 
representative body of all post -baccalaureate special, m aster Õs, 
specialist, professional, and doctoral students at the Florida State 
University. COGS allocates and administers funds on behalf of 
graduate stude nts to hundreds of individuals (mostly in the form of 
travel grants) and to hundreds of graduate student organizations 
throughout campus.  

COGS representatives and officers are elected to a one year term in 
the Fall semester. The Executive Officers are ele cted by the COGS 
representatives from each college and school at FSU. COGS 
representatives are elected by the vote of graduate students within 
their respective constituency groups (college, school, or graduate 
students as whole). Vacancies are filled by pe tition. COGS holds one 
meeting per month in room 250 in the Student Life Building. 
Committee meeting schedules vary, and generally meet at least once 
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per month. All graduate students are welcome to attend any meeting.  
If interested in participating and rep resenting Humanities, con tact 
Genevieve Brackins ( gmb04c@fsu.edu ).  
 
For information about travel grants (for an application, see the 
appendix ) and other services COGS provides, visit:  

Congress of Graduate Students  
2nd Floor Ð Student Life Building  
The Florida State University  
Tallahassee, FL 32306 -4027  
Phone: 850 644 -7166  
Fax: 850 644 -1950  
Email: bspeck@admin.fsu.edu   

 
FSU’s Student Senate 
 
The student senate is the leg islative body on campus that controls 
most of the activities fees paid by graduate students. Becoming a 
student senator is a good way to become an advocate for graduate 
studies at FSU and also provides important experience in the political 
process, as the student senate is a legal extension of FloridaÕs state 
senate. For more information, visit 
http://www.fsu.edu/~sga/index.html  or contact a student senator in 
Interdisciplinary Humanities, Melisa Reddick ( mnr02d@fsu.edu ).   
 
 
Registered Student Organizations 
 
All students have the opportunity to form an organization and receive 
funding to support their activities, if approved. For information on how 
to register your st udent organizations and for the list of RSOs that you 
can join, visit http://union.fsu.edu/sac/index.html . The website also 
contains information on the Student Activities Center, which offers all 
kinds o f classes and studio space at reasonable prices.  
 
 
Resources of Tallahassee  
 
There are many ways DIH is involved in the Tallahassee community, 
and many ways Humanities graduate students can participate in the 
Tallahassee community. DIH co -sponsors the ann ual diversity dinner 
which brings together a mix of students and professionals to talk about 
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current affairs. As Tallahassee is the capital of Florida, humanities 
students have participated in the political process as both lobbyists 
and interns. Tallahasse e has an active art scene, local and FSU 
theaters, the local theater troupe Mickee Faust, wonderful musical 
opportunities like the Tallahassee Community Chorus directed by Dr. 
Andre Thomas, and a great independent video store. Pay attention to 
notices post ed around campus for lectures, openings, performances, 
concerts, readings, conferences, and other opportunities.  
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For More Information and Contacts 
 
 
The Department of Interdisciplinary Humanities (DIH) 
432 Diffenbaugh Building (#1549)  
Tallahassee, FL 3 2306 -1549  
(850) 644 -9121  
 
 
Dr. David Johnson  
Chair and Graduate Advisor  
(850) 644 -0314  
djohnson@english.fsu.edu  
Department of Interdisciplinary Humanities  
432d Diffenbaugh (#1549)  
Tallahassee, FL 32306 -1549  

Dr. Maricarmen Martinez  
Associate Chair and Director of Graduate Studies  
(850) 645 -1401  
mmartine@mailer.fsu.edu  
Department of Interdisciplinary Humanities  

432c Diffenbaugh (#1549)  
Tallahassee, FL 32306 -15 49  

John Netter 
Office Manager  
Department of Interdisciplinary Humanities  
850 -644 -2726  
chall@english.fsu.edu  
 
William Rutledge  
Program Assistant  
Department of Interdisciplinary Humanities  
850 -644 -9121  
wrutledge@mailer.fsu.edu  
  
Leonard Kinerson 
Computer Support  
850 -644 -9232  
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lkinerson@admin.fsu.edu  
  
Richard Cousins 
Computer Support  
850 -645 -2463  
rcousins@admin.fsu.edu  
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Appendix 1.1 
 
Department of Interdisciplinary Humanities Graduate Student Annual Evaluation of Progress, 
form. Academic Year 2008-2009 
 
University regulations require an annual review of progress for each graduate student. This form 
constitutes one source of information to be used in that process. Part A, Activity,  is to be 
completed by the student and returned to William Rutledge by _______. Part B, Evaluation, will 
be completed by the student’s major professor (for Ph.D. students; DGS if major professor has 
not yet been identified) or faculty advisor (for M.A. students, DGS or Chair) and returned by 
_______.  
 
Student Name:  __________________________________________ 
 
Major Professor/Advisor: __________________________________________ 
 
Committee Members (Ph.D. only):  

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

 
Part A. Activity  Scholarly activity. Describe briefly. 
 
1) Coursework. Please list the courses you have taken, grade earned, and courses for which you 
are currently enrolled: 
 

Summer 2008 
_____________________________________ 

_____________________________________ 

_____________________________________ 

Fall 2008 
_____________________________________ 

_____________________________________ 

_____________________________________ 

Spring 2009 
_____________________________________ 

_____________________________________ 

_____________________________________ 

 
1) List here any program milestones you have reached, or your projected dates for achieving 
them, i.e. M.A. Comps, Ph.D. prelims, Ph.D. Prospectus completion and defense, Ph.D. 
dissertation defense. 
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3) [for those on assistantships] Work for the department. Briefly list assignments, faculty 
members with who you worked, if applicable, and sections taught, duties performed. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4) List (with titles and brief descriptions) any conference presentations, discussion papers, or 
publications in the past year. Give titles, and make clear whether submitted/proposed or accepted. 
Give dates. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5) Dissertation. Give title (if known), general topic area if not. Describe briefly objective of the 
research, and progress made in the past year. Note if prospectus approved or  in draft, if 
applicable. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6) List any other research activities, or any other accomplishment or program-related activities 
that you feel are relevant to an evaluation of your progress as a doctoral student in the past year. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
[Signed] _________________________________________________________ 
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Part B. Evaluation To be filled out by the major professor or advisor. [It is essential that the 
major professor or advisor give at least a summary evaluation in terms of checking one of the 
slots in the global assessment scale at the bottom of this page. If the global assessment is anything 
other than satisfactory, a written explanation is necessary. Even when the assessment ios 
satisfactory, it can be very useful to the student and to the graduate committee to have a written 
evaluation that gives an assessment of progress made toward the dgree and areas of strength and 
weakness.] 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Global assessment [check one]:      ______ Outstanding   ______ Satusfactory   ______ 
Unsatisfactory 
 
 
Signed: ____________________________________________  Date: 
___________________ 
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   (Major Professor or advisor)   
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Appendix 1.2               
           

 
 

 Offered by 
   Congress of Graduate Students (COGS)  

    Florida State University 
    245 Student Life Building 

    Tallahassee, FL 32306-4177 
 Ph: 850-644-7166 Fax: 850-644-1950        

 
1. Name (Last) ________________________ (First) _________________ (MI) ______ SS# 
___________________ 
   Mailing Address__________________________________________________ Add me to blackboard: 
Y___N___ 
   City ______________________ State ____ Zip Code_____________ Home Phone (    ) 
__________________ 
   Department ______________________________ College 
____________________________________________ 
   Dept Phone ____________Work Phone ____________ E-mail 
________________________________________ 

2. Personal Data: This information is only used for processing payment as required by the university’s 
purchasing dept.  
   Ethnic data is strictly voluntary and will not be used in a discriminatory manner. Do you pay A&S fees? 
__________ 
   Male ___ Female ___ FSU Employee (OPS, assistantship, etc) Yes ___ No ____ Nonresident Alien 
Yes___ No____ 
   Asian/Pacific Islander ___ Black (not Hispanic origin) ___ Hispanic or Latino____ White (not Hispanic 
origin) ____ 

 
3. Name of Conference 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
   Conference Location _______________________________________ Date 
______________________________ 
   Departure: Date ______________ Time _____________ Return: Date _______________ Time 
_____________ 
   Estimated Expenses __________________ 

 

4. Have you received or applied for funding from COGS this fiscal year (July 1- June 30)? Yes_____ 
No_____ 
   If yes, which type of grant? Conference Presentation Grant ______ Academic Conference Support Grant 
_______ 
   Students are limited to two grants total per fiscal year for a maximum of $600. All Academic Support 
Grants are $100. 
   Only one Presentation Grant amount is determined by distance and destination, the other grant is limited 
to $100. The student may choose which presentation grant is the primary one. 
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5. Are you receiving funding for this conference from another source/s other than COGS or your 
DEPARTMENT?  
   No _____ Yes ______ Amount? ______  
Source/s__________________________________________________ 

State of Florida regulations prohibit anyone from receiving more than 100% compensation 
for travel. 

 

Please attach a copy of your conference registration form and submit it at least 10 business days 
before your conference. The document must name you specifically as a registrant and it must have 
billing information. Applications submitted without this document will not be processed. To receive 
the grant, you must submit your receipts as well as an original agenda or program within 2 weeks or 
10 business days of the conference. After 30 days, your grant will be cancelled. Please see page 2 for 
important instructions and program policies. 

By signing this form, I acknowledge that all of the information on this application is correct and that I 
have read and will adhere to the COGS Academic Conference Support Grant Program Policies, as 
specified on page 2 of this form, as well as any applicable policies enforced by the Florida State 
University. 

 
 
SIGNATURE OF APPLICANT_________________________________________ 
DATE__________________  
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Appendix 1.3 
 

THE FLORIDA STATE UNIVERSITY  
INTERDISCIPLINARY GRADUATE PROGRAM IN THE HUMANITIES  

432 DIFFENBAUGH BUILDING (1549)  
TALLHASSEE, FLORIDA 32306-1560 

 
 

Application for  

CERTIFICATE IN INTERDISCIPLINARY HUMANITIES  

Transcripts of all college work (undergraduate and graduate) with TWO (2) letters of 
recommendation must be sent to: Dr. David Johnson,  Chair, Department of 
Interdisciplinary Humanities, 432 Diffenbaugh (Campus Mail Code: 1560), 
Tallahassee, FL 32306-1560. Letters of recommendation must be within one year from 
application deadline.  
 
Application deadline is Wednesday, 5:00 p.m. the first week of each semester.  
 
PLEASE PRINT OR TYPE:  
 

1. Name: 

_________________________________________________________________ 

2. Social Security Number: ____________ -- ________ -- _________ 

3. Current Address: 

_________________________________________________________ 

City and State: ________________________________   

Zip Code: ________________ 

Local Phone: __________________________ 

Email : ___________________________ 

4. I’m currently enrolled at FSU: Yes / ____  No / _____ 

5. Transcripts requested from (use reverse for more than three transcripts): 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 
6. Undergraduate Major: __________________, Area of Study: _______________ 
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7. Graduate Major: MA: ___________________ Area of Study: _______________ 

              Ph.D.: __________________ Area of Study: _______________ 

8. GPA: Undergraduate (cumulative): _______ MA: _______    Ph.D.: ______ 

9. Scholastic Honors Received: 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

10. List TWO persons who will recommend you and their complete addresses:  

(1) _____________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 
(2) _____________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 Signature: ________________________________________________________ 

 
 Date:     ________________________________________________________ 

 

 

*   *   *  
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Appendix 2.1 

MASTERS PROGRAM IN HUMANITIES 
APPLICATION CHECKLIST  

 
 

Applicant Name: ___________________________________________________________  
 

Address: ____________________________________________________________________________  
 

Home Phone:________________ Other Phone __________________Email ______________________ 
Requirements for processing application:                            Date Verified:  

 
1.  Undergraduate Degree in one of the Humanities area departments  
   with a GPA of 3.0 verified by official college transcript. 

 
School #1 _________________________________                ____________  
 
School #2 _________________________________                ____________  
 
School #3 _________________________________                ____________                
 

2.  Graduate Record Examination Score (GRE) of 1000. Score _______     ____________  
 

3.  Three letters of recommendation. 
 
Letter #1 __________________________________                ____________  
 
Letter #2 __________________________________               ____________  
 
Letter #3___________________________________               _____________  

 
4.  Writing sample                                           ____________ 
______________________________________________________________________________
For Office Use Only 
 
___ The above student has been accepted into the Masters’s Program in the Humanities. 
___ The above student has been provisionally accepted into the Masters’s Program in the Humanities.  
      Provisionary acceptance terms: ______________________________________________ 
___ The above student has been accepted as an exception into the Masters’s Program in the Humanities. 
___ The above student has been declined acceptance into the Masters’s Program in the Humanities. 
      Reasons for decline: _____________________________________________________________ 
 
Signature /Title_________________________________________ Date _________________________  
 
Acknowledgement Letter Sent __________________________  Date __________________________ 
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Appendix 2.2 
 

DOCTORAL PROGRAM IN HUMANITIES 
APPLICATION CHECKLIST  

 
 

Applicant Name: ___________________________________________________________  
 

Address: ____________________________________________________________________________  
 

Home Phone:________________ Other Phone __________________Email ______________________ 
Requirements for processing application:                            Date Verified:  

 
1.  Undergraduate Degree in one of the Humanities area departments  
   with a GPA of 3.0 verified by official college transcript. 

 
School #1 _________________________________                ____________  
 
School #2 _________________________________                ____________  
 
School #3 _________________________________                ____________                
 

2.  Graduate Record Examination Score (GRE) of 1000. Score _______     ____________  
 

3.  Three letters of recommendation. 
 
Letter #1 __________________________________                ____________  
 
Letter #2 __________________________________               ____________  
 
Letter #3___________________________________               _____________  

 
4.  Writing sample                                           ____________ 
______________________________________________________________________________
For Office Use Only 
 
___ The above student has been accepted into the Phd. Program in the Humanities. 
___ The above student has been provisionally accepted into the Phd. Program in the Humanities.  
      Provisionary acceptance terms: ______________________________________________ 
___ The above student has been accepted as an exception into the Phd. Program in the Humanities. 
___ The above student has been declined acceptance into the Phd. Program in the Humanities. 
      Reasons for decline: _____________________________________________________________ 
 
Signature /Title_________________________________________ Date _________________________  
 
Acknowledgement Letter Sent __________________________  Date __________________________ 



 68  

 
Appendix 2.3 
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Appendix 2.4 
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Appendix 2.5 
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Appendix 3.1 
 

EVALUATION CRITERIA FOR CORE COURSES’EXAMS 
 
CONTENTS: 

• In –Depth Analysis of Core Course’s Visual, Musical 
and Written Texts 

• Mastery of “The “Great Works “of the Western Tradition 
• Mastery of the “Gestalt” Of the Various Cultural 

Periods and Movements of the Western Tradition 
• Evidence of Multicultural as well as Cross-Cultural 

Knowledge 
• Examine the Problems Posed by The Questions from an 

Interdisciplinary Perspective. 
• Show Mastery of the Principles of Criticism and 

Critical Theory 
• Show Insight and Originality 
• Address Connections and Differences Among the 

Humanistic Disciplines, Cultural Expressions As Well 
As Literary Genres 

• Exhibit Aesthetic Sensitivity 
 
ORGANIZATION: 

• Addresses the Questions 
• Clear Introduction 
• Systematic Exposition of Ideas 
• Internal Coherence 
• Argument Follows from Premises 
• Takes into Account Counter Arguments 
• Provides a Reasonable Conclusion 

 
STYLE: 

• Excellent Grammar 
• Intelligibility 
• Addresses Main Sources 



 72  

Appendix 3.2 
 

EXAM PROCESSING CHECKLIST  
DEPARTMENT OF INTERDISCIPLINARY HUMANTIES  

 
 
STUDENT NAME: _______________________________________ 
 
 
TYPE OF EXAM:   MASTERS  _________  
 
                  DOCTORAL __________  
 
COMMITTEE FORMED:      YES        NO 
 
COMMITTEE MEMBERS: 
 
     Major Professor  _________________________________  
 
     Outside Rep. ____________________________________ 
 
     Humanities Rep. _________________________________ 
 
     Committee Member. _______________________________ 
      
 
 
COURSE LIST/SYLLABUS/BOOK LIST RECEIVED:    YES     NO 
 
SEMESTER YOU ANTICIPATE TAKING THE EXAM: ____________________ 
 
COURSE WORK CHECK WITH ADVISOR COMPLETED:   YES   NO   
 
     Date check completed _____________ Copy received for file:  YES  NO 
 
LANGUAGE REQUIREMENT MET :  #1 ___________________Semester _________  
 
                                 #2 ___________________Semester _________ 
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     PROFESSORS TO BE CONTACTED FOR QUESTIONS TO EXAMS: 
 

 
COURSE   PROFESSOR’S  SEMESTER   CATEGORY/       DATE      DATE 
ID.           NAME        TAKEN      AREA/TIME       REQ.       REQ. 

                                  PERIOD         SENT      REC. 
 

CORE: 
 

HUM 5227  ____________  _________  ___________________  _________  _________ 
 

HUM 5245  ____________  _________  ___________________  _________  _________ 
 

HUM 5253  _____________  _________  ___________________ __________ _________ 
 

CRITICAL THEOR Y/APPRECIATION (9 hrs.)  (Students entering Fall 1999 or later are 
required to take one course each in Art History, English/Humanities Literature and Music. 

 
ARH_____  _____________  _________  ___________________ _________ _________ 

 
ENG/HUM  ______________  _________  ___________________ _________ _________ 

 
MUH_____  ______________  _________  ___________________ _________ _________ 

 
__________  _______________  _________  ___________________ _________ _________ 

 
AREA MAJOR (12 hrs. Masters-18 hrs. Phd.) 

 
__________ _______________  _________  ___________________ _________ _________ 
 
__________ _______________  _________  ___________________ _________ _________ 

 
__________ _______________  _________  ___________________ _________ _________ 

 
__________ _______________  _________  ___________________ _________ _________ 

 
__________ _______________  _________  ___________________ _________ _________ 

 
__________ _______________  _________  ___________________ _________ _________ 

 
AREA MINOR (12 hrs. Phd. Only) 

 
__________ _______________  _________  ___________________ _________ _________ 

 
__________ _______________  _________  ___________________ _________ _________ 

 
__________ _______________  _________  ___________________ _________ _________ 

 
__________ _______________  _________  ___________________ _________ _________ 
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Appendix 3.3 
Program in the Humanities 

 

InstructorÕs Evaluation (Class Visitation Record) 
 
 

Instructor :  __________________________ Evaluator: 
_________________________ 
 
Class: HUM _______  Section ______    Date: ____________ 
 
 
Respond to each statement using the following scale:  
1 = Needs Improvement         2 = Satisfactory          3 = Well Done 

Organization  
1. Presented overview of the lesson 1 2 3 N/A* 

2. Paced lesson appropriately 1 2 3 N/A 

3. Presented topics in logical sequence 1 2 3 N/A 

4. Related today’s lesson to previous / future lesson(s) 1 2 3 N/A 

5. Summarized major points of the lesson 1 2 3 N/A 

 

Presentation  
6. Mastery of content taught 1 2 3 N/A* 

7. Explained concepts with clarity  1 2 3 N/A 

8. Used good examples to clarify points 1 2 3 N/A 

9. Defined unfamiliar terms, concepts, and principles 1 2 3 N/A 

10. Discussed and interpreted visual / written texts with the 

students 
1 2 3 N/A 

11 Used varied explanations for complex or difficult material 1 2 3 N/A 

12. Emphasized important points 1 2 3 N/A 

13. Used appropriate audiovisual or supplementary materials 1 2 3 N/A 

14. Voice was audible  1 2 3 N/A 

15. Instructor communicated enthusiasm for learning 1 2 3 N/A 

16. Professional appearance and demeanor  1 2 3 N/A 

17. Punctuality for class  1 2 3 N/A 
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Interaction  
18. Actively encouraged student questions and listened 

carefully to students’ questions and responses 
1 2 3 N/A* 

19. Asked questions to monitor student understanding 1 2 3 N/A 

20. Waited sufficient time for students to answer questions 1 2 3 N/A 

21. Responded appropriately to student questions 1 2 3 N/A 

22. Re-stated questions and answered when necessary 1 2 3 N/A 

23. Created an atmosphere consistent with dialogical inquiry 1 2 3 N/A 

 
* N/A: Non-applicable, should not be considered a negative evaluation. It means that the item was not relevant to the 
class.  

Summary Comments (may be continued on back of page) 
 
 
22. What were the instructor’s major strengths as demonstrated in this observation? 
 
 
 
 
23. What suggestions do you have for improving the instructor’s skills or methodology? 
 
 
 
 
24. What suggestions do you have for improving the instructor’s mastery of the content 
taught? 
 
 
 
 
 
The Program is committed to assist instructors improving of the necessary teaching skills 
as well as content. The Instructor is committed to follow the recommendations and 
devote him/herself to the learning process. 
 
 
 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
Signature Evaluator, Date               Signature Instructor, Date 
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Appendix 4.1 
Course Summaries for M.A. [or Ph.D.]  

NAME  
 

1. Required HUM Courses (9 hours) 
 

HUM 5227: Greek/Roman 
Dr. Leon Golden (Fall 02) 

 
This course covers several principle texts of the Classical world. The first unit addresses 
the Greek concept of the heroic in the Iliad and Odyssey. The second looks at the Greek 
concept of tragedy. The three types of tragedy discussed include ‘pity and fear,’ ‘hubris, 
ate, nemesis,’ and ‘pathos.’ The portion on Roman civilization discusses two kinds of 
ancient comedy, critical and great. ‘Pietas’ and ‘furor’ characterizes the Roman concept 
of the heroic, while Roman tragedy moves toward the ‘grotesque.’    
 
TEXTS: The Iliad (trans. Stanley Lombardo); The Odyssey (trans. Stanley Lombardo); 
Aeschylus, Prometheus Bound; Sophocles, Oedipus the King; Euripides, the Bacchae and 
Alcestis; Platus, The Brothers Menaechmus and The Swaggering Soldier; Virgil, The 
Aeneid, Tacitus, Annals of Imperial Rome; Seneca, Oedipus and Thyestes  
 
ASSESSMENT: Midterm and Final Examinations 
 

(…) 
 
 

2. HUM 6939 Courses or Seminars (12 hours) [9 hours for Ph.D.] 
 

HUM 6939: Science Fiction and Technology 
Dr. Gary Stillwell (Summer 02) 

 
This course identifies key scientific achievements and how they influence science fiction. 
Topics included the history of the atom that leads to the development of the atomic bomb, 
an overview of cosmology, a history of machine intelligence, and space travel and 
relativity. These coincide with the four categories of science fiction that include 
‘utopia/distopia,’ ‘mythology,’ ‘technology, discovery and invention,’ and ‘fantastic 
voyage.’  
 
TEXTS: Vonnegut, Player Piano; Asimov, I, Robot; Heinlein, “Expanded Universe” and 
“Solution Unsatisfactory;” Lindsay, Voyage to Arcturus; Stapledon, First and Last Men 
 
ASSESSMENT: Midterm and Final Examinations; Class Presentation entitled “The 
Application of Chaos Theory to Literary Analysis;” Term Paper entitled “Chaos in Tony 
Kushner’s Angels in America” 
 

(…) 
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3. Cultural Period or Theme (12 hours) [18 hours for major/ 12 for minor for Ph.D.] 
 

MMC 5305: Media and Globalization  
Dr. Greg Elmer (Fall 03) 

 
‘Media and Globalization’ looks at how conflicts emerge on local, national and 
international levels through the recent trends of globalization, due largely to changes in 
media and communication technologies. It explores the dynamic relationship between the 
‘core’ or conventional centers of global power that range from Hollywood to Hong Kong, 
and ‘perDIHery,’ which combats globalization by implementing more of a ‘grass-roots’ 
approach to media technologies. Other theories of globalization discussed include 
‘Origins and Spread of Nationalism’ and ‘Media and Cultural Imperialism.’ The second 
section entitled ‘Text, Technology, Space’ deals with specific media technologies that 
contribute to globalization including satellites, television and film, and world music. 
Other topics in this section include ‘Indigenous Peoples and Global Media,’ ‘Media and 
the Politics of War, Peace, and Terror,’ and ‘Global Piracy and Copyright: From Napster 
to Kazza and Beyond.’ 
 
TEXTS: Thussu, Electronic Empires: Global Media and Local Resistance; Anderson, 
Imagined Communities: Reflections on the Origin and Spread of Nationalism; Hardt and 
Negri, Empire; Miller, Global Hollywood; Essays Selected by Instructor 
 
ASSESSMENT: In-class Presentation of Assigned Reading; Research Paper entitled “An 
‘I’ for an Eye: An Attempt at Understanding the Role of Self-Observation in Empire 
through Art” 

 
(…) 
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Appendix 4.2 

Syllabus for HUM 5490R (Supervised Teaching) 
 
 

                             Fall 2008 
The Florida State University 

Department of Interdisciplinary Humanities 
Tallahassee, Florida 32306 

 
 
Course Supervisor: Dr. David Johnson 
Office Hours: W 10:00 am. to 3:30, by appointment only 
and always via email 
Office Location:  432 Diffenbaugh 
Phone Number: 644-0314 
Email Address: djohnson@fsu.edu 
 
I. Course Description 
 
Through formal and informal lectures, meetings, discussions, readings, visual aids and 
online communications, this course will develop the professional and pedagogical skills 
of graduate students who aspire to teach liberal arts and interdisciplinary humanities 
at the community college or university level. The course emphasizes the formation of 
devoted teachers who are also scholars, and devoted scholars who enjoy teaching. 
Therefore, this course regards teaching and research as complementary components (one 
might think of them as supportive friends), not rivals. 
 
II. Course Objectives 
 
The Supervised Teaching course applies to the syllabi for HUM 2221, 2235, 2250, 3321, 
3930 and 3324, according to the Department of Interdisciplinary Humanities (DIH) and 
University standards of excellence. This course’s specific goals are: 
 
1. To heighten the understanding by which undergraduate students are able to appreciate 
the many visual and written forms of distinctive global cultures, across a wide band of 
disciplines ( Classics, Film and Media studies, Philosophy, Religion, Communications,  
Cultural Anthropology, Art, Music,  etc) 
 
2.  To Foster Interdisciplinary Inquiry. 
 
3. To support the use of current technology in all areas of course development and 
communication in keeping with University requirements and in order to provide up-to-
date professional training in educational tools and equipment.     
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4. To provide meetings with the course supervisor aimed at improving the quality of 
teaching, research and professional behavior. 
 
5. To implement ADA requirements. (SEE VI) 
 
6. To guide undergraduates to strictly follow the Academic Honor Code. (SEE V) 
 
III. Each teaching assistant must meet the following requirements:  
 

1. Teach each assigned class in accordance with the departmental syllabus. No 
changes to syllabi are allowed. If in doubt, please consult the course’s supervisor. 

2. Show collegiality and professionalism in all aspects of teaching and learning. 
3. Work collaboratively both within and outside of the classroom, in face-to-face 

and electronic communications.  
4. Divide work fairly  between TAs and GAs.  GAs should teach a negotiated 

number of classes each semester, do half of the grading, attend all classes, 
and take and record in Blackboard class attendance. 

5. 5. TA and GA should exhibit a team spirit always. If problems arise contact your 
course supervisor immediaetly. 

6. Use technology solely for academic purposes. 
a. Under no circumstances should a person not officially registered in a 

course be added to the course’s Bb site.  
b. The course supervisor, the Chair of the Department of Interdisciplinary 

Humanities, the Course Supervisor and an authorized technician will have 
access to all Blackboard sites. No one else should be permitted access to 
these sites, unless authorized by the Chair or Associate Chair of  the 
Department of Interdisciplinary Humanities 

7. Bring all issues regarding pedagogy, research, learning, grades, office hours, 
syllabi, absences, tardiness, etc., solely to the course supervisor  

8. E-mail the course supervisor regarding disputed issues such as: plagiarism, grade 
appeals, excessive, tardiness or absences, discipline problems, etc.   

9. Sign waivers and teaching appointments as soon as you receive notice from the 
office staff. 

10. Arrive promptly to teach each day your class is held. If an emergency requires 
your absence, please contact both the office staff and the course supervisor. Under 
no circumstances should a student of HUM 5940R cancel classes without the 
approval of the course supervisor. 

11. Comply with the office hours that you announce to your students.  
12. Exhibit professional behavior at all times. This includes your dressing code and 

your formal and polite relationship with students, office staff, peers and faculty. 
13. Return all didactic materials borrowed from the film library in a timely and 

orderly fashion. 
14. Pass an evaluation of your teaching skills that takes place each semester.  
15. Obtain satisfactory results in SUSSAIS and/or SPOTS 
16. Attend the yearly workshops on teaching, of academic publishing and research 

skills. 
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17. Provide all end-of the term data required by the Course Supervisor 
18. Preserve the  TA office as a space devoted to pedagogy, learning and reflection; 

view it as an extension of the library. Please do not distract those who are 
studying or preparing for class. 

19. Teach and learn in an interdisciplinary fashion. 
20. Sustain and atmosphere of respect for diversity. 
21. Complete class-related tasks assigned by Supervisor 
22. Maintain contact with course supervisor at all times, 

 
IV Grading Scale 
This is an S/U course. To obtain a “Satisfactory” grade a Teaching Assistant must receive 
a minimum of 75%. If the Teaching Assistant fails, he or she will be put on probation for 
one semester. If the student shows no improvement over the next semester, he or she will 
receive an “Unsatisfactory” and will no longer be eligible to teach in the Department of 
Interdisciplinary Humanities. The grading criteria are as follows: 
1. Evaluation by course supervisor ( 50%). 
2. Compliance with course requirements in III ( 50%). 
 
V. Florida State Honor Code 
Students/Teaching Assistants are expected to uphold the Academic Honor 
Code published in The Florida State University Bulletin and the Student 
Handbook. The Honor Code is based on the premise that each student has the 
responsibility to: 
1) uphold the highest standards of academic integrity in the student’s own work, 
2) refuse to tolerate academic cheating, 
3) foster a high sense of professional and academic responsibility on the part of the 
Florida State University community. 
 
VI. ADA Policy  
Students/Teaching Assistants with disabilities needing academic accommodation should: 
1) Register with and provide documentation to the Student Disability Resource Center 
2) Bring a letter to the course supervisor indicating the type of accommodation needed. 
(This should be done during the first week of class.) 
 
VII. This syllabus is a guide to the course and may be modified (with advanced 
notice) by the course supervisor. 
 
III. Texts  
The Florida State University Teaching Associate Handbook 
 
 
 
 

   
 


